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IMPORTANT DATES 
 

April 7  Statewide Tornado  
  Drill; 1:45  & 6:45 pm 

April 11 Volunteer Fair 

April 14 City Council Meeting 

April 26 Planning Commission 
  Meeting 

May 7  Shred Day ð  
  Security State Bank 

May 7  Heavy Metal Day 

May 12  City Council Meeting 

May 30 Memorial Day ð 

  Office Closed 

May 31  Planning Commission 
  Meeting 

June 9  City Council Meeting 

June 18 Street Dance 

June 28 Planning Commission 
  Meeting 
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The Marine Restoration Society is 
pleased to announce that we are 
planning to hold the Progressive 
Dinner this year on June 4, 2022. 
Watch for your invitation in the 
mail this spring. This is for every-
one in town ï it doesnôt require 
chef skills or a designer home ï 

the emphasis is on our friends 
and neighbors. You can host 
chips and dip in your yard for 
appetizers, or a simple salad on 
your picnic table on the porch, or 
lasagna for a main course. We 
look forward to being together 
again, barring health risks. 

RESTORATION SOCIETYõS 
PR O G R E S S I V E D I N N E R  RE T U R N S 

The Marine Village School has 
received notification of a 
$650,000 Charter School Pro-
gram grant from the Minnesota 
Department of Education. We are 
now in the process of creating a 
budget for the first $200,000 of 
the funds, which must be expend-
ed by September 30th.   

We held an open house at the 
School on Saturday, March 12th, 
and will hold another on Satur-
day, April 2nd from 10 am - 2 
pm. All are invited to tour the 
school. 

We hope to hire an Executive 
Director for the School by May 
1st.  We may also hire an Office 

Manager in that same time 
frame. 

We are investigating technology 
options for the School, which will 
include wireless in all classrooms.  
Each student will have an iPad(K
-2) or Chromebook(3-5), depend-
ing on grade. 

Come tour your  
 local village school! 

Marine village school will be 
hosting an open house April 2nd 
10 am - 2 pm.  We would love to 
show you around and have you 
meet community and board 
members!  There will be snacks 
for all! Arts and crafts for kids!  
All are welcome.  

M A R I N E  V I L L AG E  SC H O O L  
AWA R D E D  G R A N T  
Open House Set for April 2 
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MEMORIAL  
D AY  SE RV I C E 
The annual Memorial Day 
Program will be held at 
Oakland Cemetery on Mon-
day, May 31, at 10:30 a.m.  

F 
or some it is ñDuck, Duck 
Gray Duckò ð others ñDuck, 
Duck Gooseò. In our house it 
is (the correct one) ñGray 

Duckò, but we can all agree getting 
out on the lawn for games is a sure 
sign of spring.  

To that end I invite you to dust-off the 
croquette, polish-up the bocce balls, 
pack your ñbagsò and join the fun at 
an all-town Yard Games Spectacu-
lar, Sunday, May 1, noon ï 3 
pm.  

Gather at the schoolyard with your 
favorite family games.  

Iôll be providing Kubb lessons 
and make-up teams for those that 
want to play kickball. 

-       BYO Picnic and maybe a dessert 
to share 

-     Tours of Marine Village School 
will be available 

-       Weather alternate ï indoor 
games in the school gym 

I would note all are welcome to play 
Ultimate Frisbee every Sunday, 11 am 
at the schoolyard.  

And if you have other idea community 
event ideas contact me, or Coun-
cilmember Gwen Roden. 

 

Let the games begin, 

Kevin Nyenhuis 
Mayor 

THE  GAMES 
PEOPLE PLAY 
ð FOR FUN ! 

Name the game? 

From the Mayor Glen Mills Named 2021 Citizen of the Year 

The Marine City Council has named 
Glen Mills 2021 Citizen of the Year.  

Mills has served with Marine Fire and 
Rescue for over 35 years, and was 
mayor for 22 years. 

After Marine Elementary was closed 
by the school district, he helped 
develop River Grove-Marine Area 
Community School as a founding 
board member. 

Heôs also helped with countless day-
to-day tasks in the city, noted former 
City Council members Robin 
Brooksbank and Win Miller (Miller is 
also a former mayor of Marine). 

ñNeed someone to help flood the ice 
rink ï Glen was there,ò  Brooksbank 
and Miller wrote. ñNeed someone to 
drive the snow plow, Glen was there.  
... Glen has defined óServant Leaderô 

again and 
again.ò 

Several 
residents 
nominated 
Mills for the 
honor. 
Councilman 
Lon Pardun 
moved to 
name Mills 
Citizen of 
the Year at 
the councilôs 
January meeting. 

ñItôs clear that all of us owe Glen a 
great debt of gratitude,ò said Mayor 
Kevin Nyenhuis. 

The nomination was approved 
unanimously. 

Glen Mills 

Members of the Marine Fire and Rescue 
Department participated in a series of 
core training sessions organized by local 
Marine resident, Karen Poel.   

Karen, a body builder and Qigong 
coach, volunteered her time and talents 
to help squad members learn more 
about strengthening their core, which 
will better prepare them for fire and 
rescue runs.  

Classes provided the participants with 
an exercise routine to help maintain 
their level of fitness and reduce their 
risk of injury.   

The department recently added new 
athletic equipment to the fire hall in-
cluding a Life Fitness pulley strength 
training system, rowing machine, sta-
tionary bike and treadmill.  

Marine Fire & Rescue has welcomed 
several members to its crew in the last 
three months. The city is still actively 
seeking first responders.  

For membership requirements visit 
marineonstcroix.org/firerescue 

FIRE & RESCUE 
TEAM  STRONG 
TO  THE  CORE 

ST R E E T 
D A N C E :  
JU N E  18 

 

Å 5:30 P M  Å  
D O W N T O W N   

Fire Chief Dan Malmgren 
announced that the Street 
Dance will be held the third 
Saturday in June, returning 
to its regular schedule after 
two years of disruption due 
to the pandemic. 
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T H E  M AT R I X  
(N O T  T H E  M OV I E )  

Recently the city council held a planning workshop to identify 
short-term and long-term goals. 

While many concerns are a constant like roads, public safety 
and staffing ð this was good chance to solidify the course of 
the next few years for special projects. There is plenty of work 
that happens behind the scenes from year to year, but you 
will see some focused energy around these areas that council 
put in the ñ1 Yearò column: 

 

Citizen input is always welcome and best received by the city 
office for distribution to council. 

Plans Move Forward For Cell Tower 

The City of Marine continues to move 
forward on plans for a cell tower, which  
is expected to be built at the city-owned 
compost site. 

Vinco, the company applying to build the tower, will 
likely have an application in front of the planning 
commission in April.  According to that timeline, a 
public hearing would be held in May with potential 
approval by the city council in June.  

Construction could begin in late 2022, and the tower 
could be completed in 2023. 

 

City Continues to Defend  

Short Term Rental Rules 

A court trial was held Jan. 11 as part of Marineôs on-
going defense of the cityôs short-term rental ordi-
nance. The trial concerned the cityôs request for the 
court to confirm ongoing violations of the ordinance 
and require compliance. The court will issue its deci-
sion by mid-June 2022.  

 

School Gets Water Treatment System 
The city will spend roughly $101,000 on a UV light 
treatment system to disinfect running water in the 
elementary school building. City council members 
said this step was required by the state health depart-
ment before opening reopening as a school. 

Meet new people. Use your 
skills. Help the community.  

Looking for new or renewed ways 
to participate in Marine area or-
ganizations? Join your fellow citi-
zens in the upper hall, enjoy some 
ice cream, and talk with others 
who want to serve the community 
through volunteer participation.  

APRIL  11  
Å 4-7 PM  Å  

V I L L A G E  H A L L  

1 2 1  JU D D  ST . 

SPECIAL OPEN 

HOUSE FOR  

MARINE  

RESIDENTS 
 

Washington County 
Heritage Center  
1862 Greeley St S, Stillwater  

May 17, 4-7 PM 

SEE HERITAGE CENTER: Page 6 
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M ARINE  COMMUNITY  L IBRARY   
RETURNS  TO  FULL  SCHEDULE  

Childrenôs 
Programs 

Storytime for younger 
literature lovers 

Join us for special stories 
on Thursday mornings 
through the end of May 
from 10:30 to 11 am.  

We meet upstairs in the 
Marine Village Hall 
where there is plenty of 
room to spread out. 
Free! All ages wel-
come. 

 

School Age 
Programs 

Saturday afternoons at 
the library can be exciting! Why not learn new things and 
meet other kids! Come and check it out! One Saturday each 
month there will be opportunities to do art and science pro-
jects, play games and have fun!  

Ages: 5 to 11, Free! (registration is required - RSVP on the 
library webpage) 
 

Saturday, April 2  
from 1:00 to 3:00 
Science Saturday for Curious Kids! Join us for an afternoon 
of fun and exciting science explorations designed to amaze 
you and help you learn about how the world around you 
works. Can you make raisins dance? Can you make a rain-
bow in a cup? Can you make things move without even 
touching them? Hint: Yes, you can! 
 

Saturday, May 7 from 1:00 to 3:00 
Join us for an afternoon playing games, making structures 
with cardboard, and other surprises! 

Family Fun Night 
Bring your favorite game, and if you wish, teach others. The 
library will have games and craft materials for all ages. 

Dates: Bingo Night on April 22 and Game Night on 
May 20 
Time: 5:30 to 7:00 pm 
Location: Marine Village Hall, 121 Judd Street 
$5.00 suggested donation for the pizza 
RSVP on the library website 

HOURS: 

Mondays         10 am ï 1 pm 

Tuesdays          4 pm ï 7 pm 

Wednesdays    3 pm ï 6 pm 

Thursdays      10 am ï 1 pm 
             4 pm ï 7 pm 

Fridays             4 pm ï 7 pm 

Saturdays       9 am ï 12 pm 

marinecommunitylibrary.org 

The Marine Community Library is pleased to announce 
that after two years, we are returning to our full schedule, 
with one time change. Weôll now be open Wednesday from 
3 - 6 pm to accommodate elementary school families who 
want to come in after the school day. We also have a sum-
mer packed with fun programs. 

SEE LIBRARY: Page 5 
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 The City of Marine on St. Croix is excited to announce the 
inclusion of three additional utility box murals as part of 
the Power of the St. Croix Utility Box Mural Project. The 
initial phase of this project was launched through a Great 
Idea Competition Grant from the Stillwater Area Founda-
tion and saw the completion of four murals, with one cur-
rently in development throughout Marine.  

The goal of this project is to create lasting pieces of art 
that will improve the appearance of our village for resi-
dents and visitors alike, while recognizing and celebrating 
the local artists of our community. All submissions must 
revolve around the theme of the river. It is up to the artist 
to interpret that creatively. Selected artists will receive up 
to $600 for materials and installation costs, as well as a 
$300 stipend.  

This expansion project was made possible through the 
financial support of the Scandia Marine  Lions Club Foun-
dation, Wild Rivers Conservancy, and the citizens of Ma-
rine.  

 

To Apply 

For more information and for an application, visit Art- 
Reach St. Croix and select Opportunities for Artists or see 
the News & Announcements section on the City of Marine 
on St. Croix website. 

CALLING  ALL  ARTISTS!   
UTIL ITY  BOX  MURAL PROJECT IS GROWING  

 

Kickoff Celebration 

Saturday, June 11, 2022 at 10:00 
am 
Donôt miss this fun kick-off event which 
will highlight the summer programs with 
entertainment, activities, prizes and 
more. Free! 
Time and Location: 10:00 am to noon 
at the Marine Gazebo 
Safety protocols will be followed. 

 

Reading Incentive Program 

Dates:  June 6 to August 26 
Read a book, submit a short book report, 
and be eligible for a weekly prize draw-
ing! 

We encourage all children, preschool 
through high school, to join us for 

this popular program. Forms and prizes 
will be available at the library. There will 
be a free book for every reader! 

 

Storytime 

Dates:  July 7, 14, 21, 28 and  
 August 4, 11 (six Thursdays) 
Join us for special stories and crafts at 
the Marine Gazebo. 

Free! For preschoolers through early 
elementary children. 
Time and Location: 10:00 to 11:00 am 
at the Marine Gazebo 

Watch for other programming like Blan-
ket Bingo and Movie Nights which will 
be listed on the library webpage and 
Facebook page. 

River Radio is a frequent audio 
webcast production hosted by Marine 
residents Jim Maher and Gayle Knutson 
with technical direction by Matt Quast. 
Presented by the Marine Community 
Library, the show provides information 
about your community and your world. 
In each episode, conversation is conduct-
ed with notable figures from Minnesota 
and nationwide as well as local leaders. 
Each program includes updates on area 
news. The show airs live on Saturday 
mornings, but is also available as a pod-
cast on your favorite podcast app. Re-
maining shows for the season are April 
9th, April 23rd and May 7th. 

Summer Programs 

L IBRARY :  SUMMER EVENTS KICK  OFF ON  JUNE 11 

This utility box, wrapped with art by Marine artist Tom 

Maakestad, sits near the trail to the river behind the 

General Store. 
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Marine Mills Folk School 

(MMFS) is an experiential 

learning center located in the 

former Marine Elementary 

School building. Our teachers 

are skilled artisans and educa-

tors in woodworking, fiber 

arts, baking or other arts & 

crafts. We offer lifelong, hands

-on learning in a supportive 

environment that is fun, col-

laborative, and restorative. 

 

What is a folk school?  

The Folk School movement 

began in the 1830s in Den-

mark and was introduced in 

the United States in the early 

1900s. The philosophy of folk 

schools is a faith in the intrin-

sic abilities of all individuals 

and that learning should be 

available to everyone through-

out their life cycle. ñSchools for 

Lifeò give people the ability to 

understand their own 

strengths and abilities and, 

through this process, strength-

en and empower communities. 

Who can attend classes? 

Our current offerings are for 

adults and youth ages 12-17. 

Some classes may be open to 

younger attendees. 

 

Upcoming Classes 

¶ Geology Bike Tour 

¶ Drum Making 

¶ Herbal Remedies (Foraging) 

¶ Scandinavian Textile Sten-
ciling 

¶ Saori Weaving 

¶ Intro to Welding: Create a 
Garden Sculpture 

¶ Design your own Votive 
Candle Holders 

¶ Build a Wooden Paddle 

 

Free Community Events 

¶ Knit Nights: Every Tuesday, 
6:30 pm ï 8:00 pm 

¶ Community Carving Ses-
sions: 2nd Saturday of the 
month 

¶ Bluegrass Jam Sessions: 3rd 
Saturday of the month 

 

MARINE  M I LLS FOLK  SCHOOL :   
LOCAL,  FUN ,  IN -PERSON AND  ONLINE  CLASSES! 

HERITAGE  CENTER :  OPEN HOUSE MAY  17,  4-7  PM 

After 17 years of planning, the coun-
ty historical society opened the Her-
itage Center last fall.  

The city of Marine made a five-year 
commitment to help fund the effort 
of WCHS.  

If you havenôt been to visit 
the center, here is your 
chance to gather with fellow 
Marine residence for special 
open house, discounted ad-

mission and some historical-
ly good baked goods. See 
exhibits that share the histo-
ry of Marine, the St Croix 
River lumber industry and 
more.  

 
REDUCED ADMISSION 

 

Adults: $5  

Kids/Students: FREE 

Seniors over 65: FREE 

Please join us at a class or one of our commu-

nity events: marinemillsfolkschool.org  

 

Are you an artist? Weôre expanding our community 

of artisan-instructors and would love to meet you! 

Send a note to info@marinemillsfolkschool.org  

From Page 3 

https://marinemillsfolkschool.org/classes-all/
https://marinemillsfolkschool.org/classes-all/
https://marinemillsfolkschool.org/
mailto:info@marinemillsfolkschool.org
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The Marine Mill Site will be getting updated 
interpretive signs by the end of 2023!  The 
Minnesota Historical Society, the owner of the 
Marine Mill Site, will develop and install new 
interpretive signs at all of their sites through-
out the state, updating content and standard-
izing size and format.  Theyôve asked the Mill 
Site Committee to make suggestions for topics 
that may be lacking from the existing signage 
and to develop the content.  We are asking 
citizens for their input on this process.  If the 
existing signage doesnôt address your ques-
tions about the history of Mill Site or some 
aspect of the logging or lumber milling pro-
cess or possibly a question about the original 
settlers of the area, the Native Americans, 
please email Curt Moe at 
moe.curt@gmail.com.  Weôd welcome any 
other other suggestions for improvements at 
the Mill Site as well.   

 

Volunteer Fair, April 11, 4 ï 7 pm 

The Mill Site Committee will have a table at 
the Marine Volunteer Fair event.  If youôd like 
to get involved in the planning and mainte-
nance for this little jewel in our town, please 
stop by our table to get more information.  We 
have between 4 and 8 four-hour work days a 
year, so not a large time commitment.  Itôs a 
good way to give back to the community and 
meet some kindred spirits 

N E W  S IG N AG E 
CO M I N G  T O   

MA R I N E  M I L L  SI T E  

Ash Tree Removal 
Scheduled for Fall 2022 

Forest Advisory Committee Update 

Late this summer or early fall, a 
number of ash trees will be re-
moved from public spaces in 
Marine to address the invasive 
emerald ash borer (EAB) beetle. 
EAB has killed over 100 million 
ash trees in the U.S. to date and 
is already present in Scandia and 
Square Lake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once infested, an ash tree will 
die within three to five years. 
Although there is effective treat-
ment, it must be applied every 2 

or 3 years for the life of the tree.  

That becomes costly over time, 
so a decision was made by the 
City Council to prioritize remov-
al over treatment.  

The only tree that will continue 
to receive treatment is the Mon-
fort Ash, the largest specimen in 
Marine.  

Marine has received a grant from 
the DNR to remove and replace 
the trees. By doing so before the 
trees die, the city saves money 
and reduces the risk to people 
and property of trees falling or 
dropping branches.   

Some of these trees have signifi-
cant aesthetic value in Gazebo 
Park and in front of the school. 
Others are less likely to be no-
ticed. The Urban Forest Commit-
tee will be ribboning the trees 
targeted for removal.  

The loss of large trees can spark 
a strong emotional response. The 
Urban Forest Committee is seek-
ing public input on ways to hon-
or the trees that have graced our 
community for decades, and on 
ways to repurpose the lumber. 
Send your ideas to the Urban 
Forest Committee Chair, pe-
terjfostermpls@gmail.com. 

Some of these 
trees have  
significant  

aesthetic value in 
Gazebo Park and 
in front of the 
school. Others are 
less likely to be 
noticed.  

One of the best ways to 
view the St. Croix Riverôs 
spring ice break up is 
from the Mill Site.  Come 
to the overlook or walk 
down the river trail be-
hind the General Store to 
catch this spring event. 
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E LECTRIC  VEHICLE  CHARGING   
WI LL  KEEP  M ARINE  ON  THE  M AP 

GreenStep Cities Update 

Transportation infrastructure is critical to 
the well-being of any community. 

Our village began because of its proximity 
and accessibility to the St. Croix River. It 
prospered because the river and the railroad 
moved the vast riches of white pine to lum-
ber. Dirt to asphalt roads would then situate 
Marine in a network of connected towns, 
each of those communities now destinations 
for thousands of visitors looking for history, 
natural beauty, dining and shopping.   

Now another evolution in transportation is 
upon us, the switch to electric vehicles (EVs). 
Marineôs GreenStep Cities Committee has 
been researching ways to bring an EV 
charger to the community.  

While only 1.9% of vehicles in Minnesota 
today are EV, our stateôs goal is 20% by 
2030. General Motors/Chevrolet/Buick has 
pledged to sell only electric cars by 2035, 
Cadillac and Toyota by 2030. Harley Da-
vidson has even introduced electric motorcy-
cles. And a thriving resale market makes EVs 
accessible in all price ranges. 

EV drivers use phone apps to locate EV 
chargers. Adding a public EV charger, then, 

will literally put Marine on the map, attract-
ing EV drivers to our town. 

Marine is an excellent location to charge: a 
historic destination within an hourôs drive of 
two metro areas. As charging typically takes 
30 minutes for a DC Fast Charger, or 1-2 
hours for a Level-2 charger, visitors can dine 
at a local restaurant and visit shops. An EV 
charger would be a boon to local business, 
and a benefit to friends and family who come 
to visit. 

Learn more about the Marine GreenStep 
Cities proposal to add an EV charger by vis-
iting www.marineonstcroix.org/greenstep. 

 

Join us for GreenStep Cities of Marineôs 
bimonthly Zoom meetings, the 3rd Monday 
every other month, 6ð7:30 pm.  

Next meeting: May 16. 

www.marineonstcroix.org/greenstep 

The Washington County Board of 
Commissioners is accepting applica-
tions for the Carnelian-Marine-St.-
Croix Watershed District Board of 
Managers. 

Applicants must reside in the Water-
shed District, which includes por-
tions of Grant, Hugo, Marine on St. 
Croix, May Township, Scandia, 
Stillwater Township and Stillwater. 

 
To Apply 

Å call the Washington County Office 
of Administration at (651) 430-6001 
Å or visit 
www.co.washington.mn.us/300/

Watershed-Districts-and-Water-
Management.  
Thereôs a link to the application in 
the righthand sidebar. 
Å Applications must be submitted by 
April, 22 2022.  

 

If you need assistance due to disabil-
ity or language barrier, call (651) 430
-6000 (TDD (651) 430-6000) . 

 
Explore this interactive map of the 
Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix Water-
shed District at  

cmscwd.org/watershed-map 

SEAT OPEN ON  THE   
WATERSHED DISTRICT BOARD 
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Wetlands, streams, bees, 
prairies, woods, rivers, and 
trees; Marine is rich in  
natural resources.  

Our shared vision is to be good stewards 
of this unique place and leave it healthier 
and more resilient than it is now. 

The watershedôs mission specifically fo-
cuses on the quality of water resources 
which is strongly tied to the health living 
organisms along waterways, called ripar-
ian areas.  In 2022 the Watershed is con-
tinuing our work with landowners in 
Marine and the Washington Conserva-
tion District (WCD) to improve the 
health of water resources by helping 
landowners manage invasive species and 
restore native vegetation within the ri-
parian areas of Marine.   

In February, the Wild Rivers Conservan-
cy awarded a grant to the watershed and 
local landowners to remove 9.5 acres of 
buckthorn in riparian areas in Marine.   
Watch for Landbridge Ecological Ser-

vices this spring as they start the restora-
tion of some heavily invested areas of 
buckthorn in Marine.  

This restoration adds to a dozen Marine 
landowners who have restored the ripar-
ian areas of wetlands flowing to Mill 
Stream and along the Judd Street Stream 
in recent years. If you are not sure where 
these Marine spring streams are located, 
check out our map: 
www.cmscwd.org/watershed-map .  

 

Join the Effort! 
We would like for you to be part of the 
growing community of residents helping 
to improve water quality and ecological 
health of Marine!  Here are some ways 
you can help: 

Å Join us on Saturday, April 30th 
and Saturday, May 21st from 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. for some weeding and native 
planting along the Maple Street Channel 
and the streambanks of Mill Stream. We 
will meet at the park at 9 a.m.  

Å Visit your local Minnesota native plant 
suppliers this spring to purchase and 
install native pollinator plants 
along shorelines, streams and wetlands.  

Å Watch www.cmscwd.org/events 
for upcoming workshops. The Dis-
trict and WCD submitted a grant to the 
State of Minnesota to work with 20 land-
owners in Marine on St. Croix to im-
prove pollinator habitat. If awarded, 
WCD will be hosting a workshop for Ma-
rine residents in June or July 2022.   

WO R K I N G  T O G E T H E R T O  RE V I TA L I Z E  M A R I N E  O N  ST .  CR O I X  

Watershed District Update 

ñOur shared vision is to 

be good stewards of 

this unique place and 

leave it healthier and 

more resilient  

than it is now.ò 

http://www.cmscwd.org/watershed-map
http://www.cmscwd.org/events

