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BACKGROUND
➢City Council directed the Planning Commission to research and develop ordinance regarding STRs 

➢What are other communities doing?

➢Topics – Definitions, Types, Location, Use, Application and Licensing, Operations

➢Gathered feedback

Stillwater Bayport Winona Cook County Taylors Falls

Minneapolis St. Paul Osceola St. Croix Falls Burnsville



I. DEFINITION

An STR consists of a dwelling or portion of a dwelling unit 
that is rented for a period of less than thirty (30) days. 



DEFINITION EXPANDED
1. Only allowed in properties where the owner’s primary purpose for owning the unit is for the 

owner’s use and enjoyment. 

2. No dedicated vacation units allowed (where the only purpose is STR).

3. Owners are required to occupy the premises for at least the same number of nights that it is 
rented on a short-term basis in any calendar year. 

4. In the situation of a primary residence with an accessory apartment, the owner must occupy one 
of the units at least as many nights as rented, but not both.

5. All residential properties offering STRs need to be owner-occupied, except for multi-dwelling 
properties. 

6. Multi-dwelling and/or multi-unit properties cannot have any more than 50% of the total units in 
STR use, and the requirement that the owner occupy at least as many nights as rented does not 
apply.

7. Ownership cannot be an LLC or other business entity.



II. TYPE

HOSTED

A. A. Owner lives on the property year-round 
or temporarily

B. B. Part of the unit is rented

C. C. Owner is present during the rental 
period

NON-HOSTED

A. A. Owner lives on the property year-round 
or temporarily

B. B. The entire unit is rented

C. C. Owner is not present during the rental 
period



III. LOCATION

Where in the City should we allow STRs? We are suggesting:

1. STRs are allowed in all Residential zoning districts and 
the Central Business (Village Center) zoning district

2. Each District could have a maximum number of STRs, or 
a percentage of units could be used to establish a limit

3. Excluding the Schoolhouse units from the count

4. Not regulating the proximity of STRs



IV. USE
1. STRs must conform to all existing City Code and Zoning Ordinance (ex. parking, noise, 

sanitation, etc.)

2. STR owners required to provide parking consistent with Zoning Ordinance

3. Specific STR signage not permitted

4. STR cannot be used for private, commercial or social events

5. Fireworks not allowed

6. Noise restrictions/disturbing the peace pursuant to City Code

7. Max number of guests = 2 per bedroom + 2 additional guests



V. APPLICATION & LICENSING
1. No STR operation without valid license issued by City

2. Application fee = $200

3. Licenses will expire annually and do not transfer to a new owner if property is sold

4. Must have functional smoke and carbon monoxide detectors in each bedroom/sleeping area

5. Must have insurance on the property

6. Prior to operation, property owner must notify and provide contact information to all neighbors

7. Owner must secure lodging license from MN Dept of Health prior to operation of STR

8. Owner must pay all applicable taxes

9. Complaints may be filed with City; license may be revoked depending on frequency and severity



VI. OPERATIONS
1. Owners required to keep guest records and report annually

2. City to provide “Welcome Packet” template for owners; must be provided to all guests

3. If owner not on premises, owner or owner-designee must be within 30 minutes of City and 
available by phone

4. Required 24-hour “Who To Call” pages to be posted on the premises

5. A “Who To Call” page on City website for residents concerned with activity at an STR



SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS
1. Application Form

2. Guest Rental Instructions and Rules

3. Welcome Packet

4. Complaint Form



VI. NEXT STEPS
1. Incorporate community feedback 

2. Full Planning Commission discussion 

3. Provide ordinance frameworks to City Council
a) One prohibiting STRs in Marine on St. Croix

b) One allowing STRs in Marine on St. Croix

4. Work with the City’s consulting attorney to develop ordinance(s)

5. Planning Commission holds public hearing

6. City Council considers ordinance(s)



QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

THANK YOU!














