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 CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday, March 14, 2019 
  
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mills at 7:00pm. Pardun, Anderson, Roden, Miller 
and Mills present. ,  
 
Citizens Present:. Dan Malmgren, Jason Crotty, Ryan Goodman, John Goodfellow, Ann Reich,, 
Gayle Knutson, Jim Maher, Suzanne Lindgren, Kitzie Vadheim. Larry Roden, Ryan Marcel, Mike 
Tibbetts. 
 
Citizen Considerations –  
 
Robin Brooksbank – Ms. Brooksbank was in attendance on behalf of the Marine Folk School. 
They are hosting a Foraging class in the spring, and would like to potentially use City property for 
those classes. They are insured, and would provide the City with that proof of insurance.  
 
Ms. Brooksbank is also requesting the upstairs of the Village Hall on Saturday, March 23rd for a 
class from 9am – noon and would like the rental fee waived for the Folk School. 
 
Miller moved and Anderson seconded to waive the rental fee for the Marine Folk School for March 
23rd. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
John Goodfellow – Mr. Goodfellow was in attendance to give an update on the gravel bed project. 
25 trees have been ordered, 15 Coffee trees and 10 River birch. The original location at the school 
will not work due to the location of the well, however the Council thought inside the hockey rink 
would be an ideal place. The three person committee still needs to be organized, and once that is 
done all future updates will be placed under the Parks and Rec committee report.  
 
Miller wanted to pass along recognition to the City staff, especially Jason and Tommy for their 
plowing efforts.  
 
 Planning Commission  - No February meeting, however the commission is continuing to work on 
the short term rental issue.  
 
Fire and Rescue – Chief Malmgren submitted the 2018 Annual Fire Report. Medical calls are 
very consistent at 49. The fire calls are more varied. The department will be holding an 
appreciation dinner again this year, and that will be held on April 28th at Dunrovin. 
 

Anderson questioned if there are any flooding issues with the continuous rain and melting. 
Crotty advised there is a tremendous strain on the wastewater system with high flows.  
  
Anderson also questioned whether the Council is interested in hiring Washington County for a 
couple of weekends to help with traffic calming. There is $2500 in the budget dedicated for that 
purpose, and there was also a suggestion of checking with Scandia to see if the City could piggy 
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back off of their contract.  
 
Roads  - Ryan Goodman reviewed the engineering report. There is a bill being proposed in the 
legislature to increase the amount of money dispersed to smaller cities for transportation 
purposes. The City of Marine has benefited from that state aid two different years. There is 
another bill being proposed that would require the release of retainage prior to completion of 
City construction projects, which would not be beneficial to the City. 
 
Personnel/Building Inspector  -  Pardun reported that Kiersten is expecting a child in August. 
 
Recreation – Miller reported that a meeting was held with the DNR and William O’Brien to 
discuss very preliminary plans for the Gateway Trail expansion and the Anson property.  
 
Anderson noted the committee is looking at signage, both for ski trails and boat mooring/canoe 
racks.   
 
 Finance  – No report . 
 
Cemetery –  The Restoration Society would like to move forward with the cemetery restoration 
project as presented last year, and will be attending the April meeting to present the official plan. 
 
 Wastewater and Water Systems- Bolton Menk has presented a scope and fee proposal on the 
sewer system. This proposal will help determine the capacity of the system. The estimate for the 
project is $6800, which has been budgeted for.  
 
Pardun moved and Miller seconded to accept the proposal by Bolton Menk for a scope and fee 
not to exceed $6800. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Citizen Committee Reports 
 
Village Center  - No Report 
 
MarLa  -   The board approved the MOA as presented. There are several adult and children’s 
programs coming up, along with a community sing along as part of an earth day event. The 
documentary series was a huge success this year.  
 
Hall/Restoration – Mayor Mills suggested moving the City offices to the school temporarily if 
the hall were to go through a remodeling project.  
 
Representative Bob Dettmer was in attendance to introduce himself and discuss his goals for 
2019. Anderson questioned the status of the distractive driving bill. Representative Dettmer 
stated his bill would allow for an automatic misdemeanor if there is any injury or death as a 
result of distractive driving. There is also a hands free bill being proposed.  
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Stormwater/Watershed – No Report 
 
Millsite – There were 3,018 people who walked through the Millsite trail last year. The Elm tree 
will be pruned and deck rebuilt once the weather warms up.  
 
Green Step Cities  - There will be a meeting on March 25th at the Brookside and anyone is 
invited. There is a conference on March 28th to review electric car chargers.  
 
Holidays – Clerk Peterson advised there needs to be a shoot site location for the fireworks, and 
the school property was named as a potential site. There would be many issues to work out, 
including crowd control if this site were to be considered.  
  
School Property – Pardun reported a letter was sent to all residents regarding the timeline change 
for River Grove moving to the school building. Initially the plan was for River Grove to look at 
moving to the Marine building in 18 months. A letter was sent to River Grove from the school 
Guild stating that timeline would be pushed out an additional 12 months. Pardun stated the 
committee still believes purchasing the school is the right thing to do, and would like to host a 
meeting to allow the residents an opportunity to discuss other ways to use the building in the 
meantime.  
 
There has also been setback with the closing date for the property. The MN Dept. of Health 
reported there was testing done in 2014 showing bacteria in the water supply. The City is 
working with the school district on rectifying the issue, and that has pushed the closing back a 
month.  
 
Communication Infrastructure – Anderson reported that the school is not a viable site to place a 
cell tower. A secondary site would be the compost site, which is looks more promising. The plan 
is still in the preliminary stages.  
 
Consent Calendar – Miller moved and Roden seconded to approve the Minutes of 2/14/19,  
Treasurer’s Report of 2/19, List of Bills for 3/14/19, Zoning Administrators Report - none, 
Public Works Maintenance Report and Planning Commission Minutes - none.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Old/New Business –  Jeremy and Heather Morris are new residents in town, and just purchased a 
farm house north on Highway 95. They would like to turn the farm into a place that the 
community can be involved with and would like to present ideas to the Council down the road.  
 
Transparency Initiative Discussion – Anderson presented a power point presentation to discuss 
the City creating an official facebook page. Mayor Mills doesn’t believe the City should have a 
facebook page, and that all of the information added to the site would be redundant to what is 
already posted on the website. Pardun also noted that there are many residents who do not have a 
facebook account and believes any information that would be put on facebook is already or could 
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be on the website.  The City website currently has a news page that acts as a bulletin board for 
current events. The website also has links to the County’s Code Red system and the City’s public 
alert system which allows for residents to receive text messages for emergencies or events 
happening. Roden believes a facebook page would reach the younger demographic around the 
community. Ryan Marcel, resident, believes there are many pros and cons to the City having a 
facebook page. Suzanne Lindgren noted that many facebook users may find information they 
were not necessary looking for. Miller listed all of the ways the City currently gets information 
to the residents; newsletter, bulletin board, mailed letters, phone, website and meetings. He has 
had residents state they don’t think the City is transparent enough. Miller would like to take time 
to read through the League’s social media policy before making a decision. Pardun believes staff 
time get used up so quickly the way it is, and wants to be very careful about how that time is 
spent. The Council will review the information and discuss at the April meeting. 
 
Comp Plan Resolution – Pardun moved and Miller seconded to approve Resolution 
2019031419-01 approving the submittal of the Comprehensive Plan to the Met Council. Motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
There is currently a bill being proposed in the legislature that would allocate LGA funds to the 
cities who currently do not receive it. 
 
Miller moved and Anderson seconded to approve Resolution 2019041419-02 supporting a bill to 
reconfigure the LGA formula to include cities not currently receiving it. Motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
Long/Short Term Goals –.No update.  
 
Mayor Notes/Clerk’s Report – No Report.  
 
Adjournment 
   Roden moved and Miller seconded to adjourn at 9:09pm. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Minutes taken by Lynette Peterson, City Clerk   


