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 CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday, September 10, 2015 
  
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mills at 7:00pm. Pardun, Mowery, Willenbring  and 
Miller present. 
Citizens Present:  Jason Crotty, Ryan Goodman, Gerry Mrosla, Tommy Boesel, Matt Miller, Tom 

Omdahl. 
 
 
Citizens Considerations –   
 
 
Vestibule Encroachment Agreement – Matt Miller in attendance to review the encroachment 
agreement request. The City Attorney has submitted a letter with his opinion that the time line 
for any required removal could be changed from 30 day to 3 months to 6 months. There is also 
wording put that the business owner shall have a right to maintain an ingress and egress door on 
Judd Street. The Attorney maintains, however, that the City should not add wording that the City 
either pay for the removal and rebuild or assess the property owner. Miller still believes the it is   
only fair that the City at least offer the option of assessing the cost of the removal. Willenbring 
noted that this is a commercial business that is making the decision to put an improvement on 
City property and if they are concerned about having to pay for a removal and replacement then 
they could consider moving the entrance location. The Council believes the risk of having a 
situation arise that would require the removal of the vestibule is very low, however it is still a 
risk the business owner has to take. The Council is also not willing to set a precedent of doing 
this for other businesses. After further discussion, the consensus of the Council was to not 
include wording that would mandate the City pay for any removal and rebuilding of the 
improvement to the Brookside.  
 
 Willenbring moved and Miller seconded to accept the encroachment agreement between the 
City and Greg and Matt Miller (the property owners) as drafted by the City Attorney. Motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
Planning Commission – Chairman Mrosla was in attendance to give an update on the August 
meeting. The commission has completed the review and amendments to the codes. The next step 
will be to review all of the amendments from start to finish to make sure everything is in place.  
 
Public Safety – Art Fair is next week, September 19th and 20th.  
 
Roads  - Braun Intertech was out to perform tests to determine the depth of bedrock. Willenbring 
received a verbal report that no bedrock was found for at least 8 feet in depth.  
 
County Rd 4 team project meeting next week at the County office, then October 1st will be the 
next public information meeting at Christ Lutheran Church from 6pm – 8pm. 
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There is a final payment request from Allied Blacktop in the amount of $2804.30. 
 
The Railroad company will be closing Broadway St. next Monday through Wednesday for 
repairs, with no notification to any agencies, including the City. Public works has contacted all 
emergency response agencies, and the school district.  
 
Miller moved and Pardun seconded to approve the final payment to Allied Blacktop in the 
amount of $2804.30. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Personnel/Building Inspector  -  The assistant city clerk position was re-posted and 19 resumes 
were received. There were several good candidates, and the job was offered to Jami Phillip who 
will start on Monday, September 28th. 
 
Pardun moved and Mowery seconded to approve Jami Phillip as the new Assistant City Clerk to 
start September 28th at a rate of $18/hour. Motion passed unanimously.  
  
Recreation – Mowery questioned if there are any repairs needed on the warming house this year. 
The east door will be replaced and eventually the roof will need replacing. 
 
Finance – Pardun moved and Miller seconded to set the 2016 maximum levy at $969,271 which 
represents a 22.3% increase over 2015. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Cemetery – No report. 
 
 Wastewater and Water Systems – P-1 lift station repairs are complete. Jason Crotty met with a 
representative from the Rural Water Association to discuss a Wellhead Protection Plan that was 
drafted by the Department of Health. Crotty will have the City Engineer review once that plan is 
received.  
 
Citizen Committee Reports 
 
Village Center Task Force – No Report. 
 
MarLa  - No Report.   
  
Hall/Restoration – Jason Crotty received the rebate information back for the lighting. Once a few 
bids are received, Jason will bring that information forth to Council.  
 
Stormwater/Watershed – A resolution was introduced making the Washington Conservation 
District the official LGU for the City of Marine. 
 
Pardun moved and Willenbring seconded to approve Resolution 20150910-01,   
 
Millsite – A request was made to the MN Historical Society to create more trails below the Mill 
Site property. They are currently reviewing the request.  There was also a suggestion of putting 



47 
 

  

stairways in some of those lower trails, but those talks are still in process. Curt Moe will be in 
attendance at the October meeting to request some improvements, including expanding the deck 
on the Village Hall. 
 
Green Step Cities – The last meeting was September 3rd. ReTAP has completed the energy audit 
on the Village Hall and now are waiting on the results.  
    
Holidays – No Report.    
 
Consent Calendar – Miller moved Mowery and seconded to approve the Minutes of 8/13/15, 
8/25/15, Treasurers Report of 8/13, List of Bills for 9/10/15,  Zoning Administrators Report - 
none, Public Works Maintenance Report and Planning Commission Minutes.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Old/New Business – Fireworks permit request by Beth and Kurt Heikkela to display fireworks 
on Saturday, September 19th. 
 
Miller moved and Mowery seconded to approve the fireworks permit for Kurt and Beth Heikkela 
for Saturday, September 19th. Motion passed unanimously. 
  
Long/Short Term Goals – No change. 
 
Mayor Notes/Clerk’s Report –  Garbage RFP Proposal. 
 
Miller moved and Pardun seconded to approve the proposed RFP as amended and to direct the 
City Clerk to go out for bid. Motion passed unanimously.   
  
Adjournment – Miller moved and Willenbring seconded to adjourn at 8:35pm. Motion passed 
unanimously.    
 
Minutes taken by Lynette Peterson, City Clerk   


