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 CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday, August 13, 2015 
  
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mills at 7:00pm. Pardun, Mowery and present 
Citizens Present:  David Denn, Ryan Goodman. 
 
Mayor Mills advised Mary Lusher has submitted her official resignation from the City Council 
effective August 7th, 2015. Clerk Peterson posted the vacancy and a letter of interest was received 
by Bill Miller. Mayor Mills thanked Mary Lusher for her service to the City and for serving on 
the Council. 
 
Pardun moved and Mowery seconded to accept Mary Lusher’s resignation from the City 
Council. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Mowery moved and Pardun seconded to approve Resolution No. 20150813-01, appointing Bill 
Miller to the vacant Council seat to which Mary Lusher was elected effective January 1, 2013. 
Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Citizens Considerations –   
 
Mike Lyner – Mr. Lyner was in attendance to report that the Cyclocross will take place in 
Jackson Meadow on Saturday, October 10th. Last year there was a DJ, to which there were 
complaints by neighbors. This year there will be no DJ, however there will be amplified music 
which will be played at a much quieter level. There will be cones placed in the center of the 
roadway to allow for racers to use one side of the road and vehicles to use the other. There are 6 
different races throughout the day with a total of approximately 200 racers. Parking is typically 
along the roadways and in some of the meadow area. Gerry Mrosla noted that the Jackson 
Meadow Board had not been notified of the event as of yet. 
 
Michael Mackner – Mr. Mackner was in attendance on behalf of the Marine Stuga Association. 
There is concern with the number of recent power outages, with the length of these outages for 
16 and 24 hours concurrently. According to Xcel Energy, the outages occurred on Old Guslander 
Trail due fallen trees. Mr. Mackner requested the City Council send a letter to Xcel requesting a 
meeting to discuss a contingency plan for these types of outages. There is concern that if these 
outages were occur in the winter, there would be issues at the Stugas with loss of heat, etc. 
Mowery agrees that a conversation needs to take place, however Old Guslander is actually 
located in May Township. Mayor Mills noted that Chairman Voedisch would be included in the 
conversation. David Denn also has concerns with this issue and has sent a letter to the May 
Township Board asking this issue be addressed. Mr. Denn offered to work with the City on a 
letter to Xcel requesting improvements be made to this area.  
 
Matt Miller – Brookside Request – Mr. Miller is requesting to have a beer garden out in front of 
the Brookside in the front of the Brookside during the Art Fair. This event would be controlled, 
having a security guard and ID’s and fencing. Because this would happen in conjunction with a 
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City sponsored event, there are no additional licensing requirements from the State. All 
approvals and conditions would be done by the City Council.  
 
Vestibule Encroachment Agreement – The City Attorney has drafted a standard Encroachment 
Agreement for the proposed vestibule addition. As part of this agreement, the City has the right 
to require removal or relocation of the encroachment at any time, with a 30 day notice. Mr. 
Miller is concerned with that wording that in the event the City ever did that away the vestibule, 
there would be no access to the east side of the building. The City Attorney amended the 
agreement to say that in the event the improvement be taken by the City, that the owner of the 
property shall be able to maintain access to the doorway. In addition, Mr. Miller would like a 
second amendment to the agreement stating the City will pay for any relocation or rebuilding of 
the improvement. Pardun is concerned that a precedent would be set for any other building along 
Judd Street in the same situation. Mowery is also concerned about setting a precedence. Bill 
Miller noted that the General Store and Post Office building also have encroachment agreements 
and requested the City Clerk review those to compare the wording and then revisit this issue at 
the September meeting.  
 
Planning Commission – Chairman Mrosla updated the Council on the July meeting. There was a 
public hearing on 331 Second Street, however no consensus could be reached prior to the public 
hearing and therefore the applicant formally withdrew their application. The Commission is 
finally ready to complete the final revisions to the Council, and would like to have a joint 
meeting with the Council to review the changes later this year. The City will also forward a copy 
to the DNR ahead of the approval request to ask for their feedback. 
 
Public Safety – Chief Denn reported that a while back Lakeview reduced their crews by two 
vehicles, and have since removed the ambulance from the Scandia location. Lately, there are 
many concerns with the response times, and many times there is no rig available and the call is 
then re-dispatched to North Memorial. Chief Denn believes the Board of Directors needs to hear 
from the City regarding the level of service and care this area is receiving. Miller questioned if 
an in person meeting would be more beneficial. Chief Denn noted if the Council requests a 
meeting, then it needs to be with the actual board and not a representative. Chief Denn is going 
to discuss this issue with the Washington County Chiefs Association.  
 
Roads  - Pardun reported on the last County Rd 4 project meeting. The next public meeting will 
be sometime in September. The next project team meeting will be August 19th.  
 
The City Engineer presented the request for payment for Allied Blacktop in the amount of 
$53,281.70 for the Seal Coat project. 
 
Ryan Goodman is continuing to work with Public Works on the Capital Improvement plans. 
 
Miller moved and Pardun seconded to approve the payment request by Allied Blacktop in the 
amount of $53,281.70. Motion passed unanimously.  
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Jason Crotty was contacted by MnDOT regarding a culvert replacement that will be taking place 
just south of Berkey Street. This project should be complete within a two day time period, the 
first day would be the digging of the culvert, and replacement between 9am and 3pm and the 
second day would be to replace the asphalt. MnDOT is requesting to use Judd Street as a detour 
during this project. The Council would like to see flaggers on day two during the asphalt 
replacement so there is only one day of detours. Ryan Goodman has concerns with highway 
traffic going through Judd Street and would like MnDOT install 3 day advance warning signs, 
additional patrol by Washington County and to look into obtaining potentially required wetland 
permits. Mowery is very concerned about the traffic not adhering to the stop sign on the corner 
of Maple and Judd Street.  
 
Personnel/Building Inspector  -  Pardun noted there were good candidates the first posting, 
however the City is looking for someone who is able to walk into the job requirements and 
therefore the job has been re-posted. 
  
Recreation – No Report. 
 
Finance – The first budget meeting will be Thursday, August 27th at 6:00pm and a follow up 
meeting Thursday, September 10th at 6:00pm if needed.  
 
Cemetery – No report. 
 
 Wastewater and Water Systems – Work on P-1 will begin next week, which will close the 
corner of Sixth St. and Broadway. C&B Excavating is no longer offering pumping services, 
therefore the City will continue to Vacuum Excavating.  
 
Citizen Committee Reports 
 
Village Center Task Force – No Report. 
 
MarLa  - No Report.   
  
Hall/Restoration – Mayor Mills would like to start thinking about remodeling the bathrooms and 
updating the lighting. Jason Crotty is meeting with Xcel next week to discuss possible lighting 
options and funding. 
 
Stormwater/Watershed – Pardun reported that he and members of the Watershed are beginning 
to contact individual homeowners interested in the raingarden project.  
 
Millsite – No Report.  
 
Green Step Cities – Mowery will take over as the Council liason. 
    
Holidays – No Report.    
 



45 
 

  

Consent Calendar – Pardun moved Mowery and seconded to approve the Minutes of 6/09/15, 
Treasurers Report of 6/11, List of Bills for 7/9/15,  Zoning Administrators Report - none, Public 
Works Maintenance Report and Planning Commission Minutes.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Old/New Business –  Clerk Peterson noted that the garbage contract with Advance Disposal is up 
December 31st and is requesting approval to prepare the RFP. A copy of the current proposal 
guidelines will be emailed to the Council for review, and Clerk Peterson requested the Council 
bring any changes or suggestions to the September meeting. 
 
Miller moved and Mowery seconded to approve the City Clerk to prepare an RFP for garbage 
services. Motion passed unanimously.  
  
Long/Short Term Goals – Miller questioned if the Council would be interested in pursuing the 
reconveyance of the MnDOT property. Pardun would like Miller to discuss with Willenbring just 
to make sure it works in with any ideas the Village Center Task Force has. 
 
Mayor Notes/Clerk’s Report –  No Report. 
 
Adjournment – Mowery moved and Miller seconded to adjourn at 8:01pm. Motion passed 
unanimously.    
 
Minutes taken by Lynette Peterson, City Clerk   


