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 CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday, May 14, 2015 
  
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mills at 7:00pm. Pardun, Willenbring, Mowery and 
Lusher present 
Citizens Present:   
 
 
Citizens Considerations –  Matt Miller, Linda Tibbetts, Andy/Karen Kramer, Gerry Mrosal, Jack 
Thompson, Karron Knottingham, Larry and Gwen Roden, Tom Omdahl, Curt Moe, Annie 
Moore, Sue Logan, Tom Warth, Greg Carlson, Charles Arnason, Larry Martin, David Denn, 
Greg Samec, Mary and Larry Whitaker, Bill Ries, Robyn Dochterman, Roger Lyle, Mary 
Skamser, Michael Mackner, Anne Reich. 
 
Brookside Bar and Grill Music – The Brookside has submitted music permits for the weekends 
through June. Karon Knottingham and Jack Thompson, residents, live on Maple St. and believes 
the music is too loud and is requesting the volume be adjusted. Ms. Knottingham stated she 
cannot carry on a conversation without yelling at the person next to her. Matt Miller, Brookside 
owner, believes this past weekend was not too loud and was able to talk to customers at a normal 
volume. Mr. Miller submitted a petition signed by 161 residents/customers supporting the music 
at the Brookside. Mayor Mills questioned how many complaint calls the Brookside received last 
year. Mr. Miller stated there may have been three calls all summer. Mr. Miller also noted that the 
music is considered “background music” so the customers eating outside can carry on a normal 
conversation, and he believes if the music was too loud then those customers would not stay. 
Gwen Roden, resident, also works at the Marine General Store, believes the music brings in 
customers for all of the local businesses and is a good thing for the town. Linda Tibbetts, noted 
that the bands that are chosen to play are chosen specifically because it is appropriate to play 
outside, and any bands in the past that did not play appropriate music are no longer asked back. 
Mr. Thompson stated he has spoken with Mr. Miller about the music and suggested something 
be put in the back of the band shell to help absorb the sound. Willenbring questioned 
repositioning the band shell. Mr. Miller noted that this had been done a couple of years ago and 
there haven’t been any complaints until now. He is against moving the band shell again until 
some sound engineering is done. Mary Whitaker is delighted that our downtown businesses are 
thriving. Larry Martin, resident, suggested planting evergreen trees as a buffer. Mowery noted 
there are decibel level meters, and maybe the levels could be tested as a first step to see if there is 
level that is compatible for both parties. Mowery also questioned what the citizens are looking 
for from the Council in regards to the music permit requests. Willenbring noted that the City 
code refers to “all unreasonable noises and vibrations”, however those terms are not defined and 
the City does not currently have a noise ordinance. Linda Tibbetts questioned how the City 
would enforce a noise ordinance, because it would also include the town siren, motorcycles, etc. 
Pardun questioned if there are additional days being questioned for music then have been asked 
for in the past. Mr. Miller advised this year is the 5th year anniversary and so there have been a 
couple of Friday nights that have been added. These additional nights are acoustic performances 
played through an amplifier, but would not be the normal band music. Mowery questioned if 
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these bands are already booked. Mr. Miller advised they are booked based upon the approvals of 
the past years. Curt Moe believes if a noise ordinance is drafted then there should be a distinction 
between a sustained band and noise such as motorcycles. A suggestion was also made that the 
Brookside post a sign for the motorcycles that request motorcyclists respect the town and keep 
the noise down. Pardun believes a noise ordinance is a good idea, however it won’t happen 
tonight. Mr. Miller stated he is happy to work with the City on such an ordinance. As a solution 
for this issue now, Mowery suggested that if Mr. Miller receives a phone call that the music is 
too loud that he address the issue promptly and make the effort to make sure the volume gets 
turned down at that time. Mr. Miller was in agreement and is willing to make that effort. Mayor 
Mills will sign all permits until the June Council meeting and re-evaluate at the June meeting.  
  
Tom Omdahl – Marla Request – Mr. Omdahl is a member of the Marine Community Library 
board, and is requesting that the City garbage cans be moved from their location on the south 
side of the building. They would like to see the cans moved to the Historical Society property, 
and then Marla would like to place chairs on the deck the cans are currently sitting on. Mowery 
suggested they be moved to the east side of the library kiosk. Andy Kramer, owner of the Scoop 
and General Store, isn’t necessarily in favor of that because of his businesses and would like to 
see the proposal prior to it happening. Willenbring would like to a fence or something to conceal 
the cans. Mowery noted that the General Store has their cans outside and they are not concealed 
and does not believe a fence is necessary. Willenbring will bring this issue to the Village Center 
Task Force. The cans will be moved to the north side of the building for one month and see how 
it goes.  
 
Curt Moe – Millsite Update – Jack Warren and Charles Arnason were interviewed in videotaped 
discussing the saving of the Millsite property and once that project is compete, the footage will 
be placed on the Historical Society website. The committee met with representatives from the 
National Park Service, along with a few local residents to discuss the proposed signage for the 
trail behind the General Store. It will be a three paneled sign containing information regarding 
safety on the river, Millsite History, and a current map of the town for visitors. Curt Moe noted 
that with new signage the City will need to plan for increased visitors in town in terms of 
garbage cans, porta potties, etc. Another issue that was addressed was the water runoff going 
down to the river is beginning to undercut the trail. Willenbring questioned if the grant funds that 
we receive from the Historical Society could be used for maintenance on that trail. Mr. Moe 
thought that might be an option. Mowery noted that listing specific businesses would not be a 
good idea, and that it should be more generic.  
 
Planning Commission – Chairman Mrosla noted the Commission is continuing to work on the 
codes.  
 
Public Safety – Willenbring spoke to Washington County regarding the vandalism at Jackson 
Meadow, and a security camera was placed at the entrance and the vandalism has been greatly 
reduced. Clerk Peterson will send a thank you letter to the Sheriff’s department.  
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Willenbring moved and Mowery seconded to approve a one day liquor license for the June 20th 
Streetdance. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Antique Pumper Committee Update – Willenbring reported that pumper committee met with the 
Task Force to present the plans for the building to house the pumper and everyone agreed with 
the design. There was some discussion regarding repair of the sidewalk in front of the building 
and also the legal aspects of the transaction. There was also a question of liability if there are 
volunteers working on the project and if that liability would fall to the City rather than the 
Brookside. The Council directed Clerk Peterson to send the plans to the City Attorney to review 
the legal questions as to how the legal description should read and conveyed to the City.  
 
The Brookside is also proposing to remove the current entrance steps to the restaurant and build 
a vestibule which will be accessed by a new set of stairs in the middle of the building. The issue 
is the current steps are on City property and would require an encroachment agreement for any 
changes.  
 
Roads  - Willenbring reported on the County Rd 4 public meeting that was held on May 12th at 
Christ Lutheran Church. The County gave a presentation of the project overview, and then 
received public input. The next project management meeting will be in June with a follow up 
public meeting sometime in July to present a draft project design. Soil borings will be done soon, 
and the City will have a few soil borings done around the Judd Street area as a part of that 
project. Pardun questioned the survey work Willenbring would like done on Judd St, as the 
Council has not discussed any reconstruction work being done on Judd, and what would that 
survey cost. Ryan Goodman suggested scheduling a meeting to discuss the details and costs.  
 
Jason Crotty noted that the drainage pipe on Wilke Street will be installed on May 26th. 
 
Ryan Goodman presented the seal coat bids, of which Allied Blacktop was the lowest bidder at 
$54,036.20, of which $4,382.40 would be the responsibility of Kiwanis Camp. 
 
Pardun moved and Mowery seconded to accept the 2014 seal coat bid for base bid and alternate 
#2 to Allied Blacktop Company in the amount of $54,382.40. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Compost Brush Pile – Mayor Mills attempted to contact Washington County regarding their rule 
for not allowing the City to burn the compost pile, however has not received a response. Mayor 
Mills has not found any statute stating the City cannot burn, however the County has told Pardun 
that there is a state statute however has not presented that information as of yet. Mayor Mills is 
proposing the City continue to take the brush and move forward with burning the pile at the end 
of the season. Pardun noted that if the statute is presented and the City cannot burn, then the City 
will pay to have the brush chipped and hauled away. Currently the City has money in the budget 
to cover the cost for this year, but in the future the City could consider increasing the compost 
fee to residents by $2.00 to cover the cost.  
 
Personnel/Building Inspector  -  No Report. 
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Recreation – Mowery is working with Harold Teasdale on some changes for mowing the trails 
and will work with public works on these changes.   
 
Finance – Clerk Peterson presented the completed 2014 Financial Statement. 
 
Willenbring moved and Pardun seconded to accept the 2014 Financial Statement as presented. 
Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Cemetery – No report. 
 
 Wastewater and Water Systems – The planned work for P1 that was going to happen in 2016 
will happen in 2015 due to the cost savings of coordinating with the County Rd 4 project.  
 
Citizen Committee Reports 
 
Village Center Task Force – The next meeting is June 24th. 
 
MarLa  - Lusher thanked Sue Knapp for organizing the Summer kids program. 
 
Hall/Restoration – The basement project is complete.  
 
Stormwater/Watershed – Joel Stedman, Marine resident, has been appointed as the new 
Carnelian Marine Watershed board member.  
 
The storm water committee met on April 15th to discuss the planning of projects through the rain 
garden grant. 
 
Millsite – No Report.  
 
Green Step Cities – The ReTAP energy audit information has been submitted in order to get that 
project underway. 
    
Holidays – Jason Crotty is talking to traffic control companies to control the 4way stop at the 
corner of Highway 95 and Maple Street for July 4 and the Art Fair.  
 
Consent Calendar – Pardun moved Mowery and seconded to approve the Minutes of 4/09/15, 
Treasurers Report of 4/15, List of Bills for 5/14/15, Zoning Administrators Report, Public Works 
Maintenance Report and Planning Commission Minutes.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Old/New Business –  
 Barn Quilt Request – A request was received from Olivia Nienaber, Scandia resident, requesting 
a donation of $250 towards a Barn Quilt project. The Council would like Ms. Nienaber to be in 
attendance to answer questions and therefore will invite her to attend the June meeting to present 
the request.  
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Lusher moved and Mowery seconded to not waive the torte liability for the City insurance. 
Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Pardun moved and Mowery seconded to extend the sunset clause on a variance request by Dan 
Willenbring for an additional six month to end December 2015. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Long/Short Term Goals – No Report. 
 
Mayor Notes/Clerk’s Report –  No Report. 
 
Adjournment – Mowery moved and Willenbring seconded to adjourn at 9:07pm. Motion passed 
unanimously.    
 
Minutes taken by Lynette Peterson, City Clerk   


