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 CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday, February 12, 2015 
  
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mills at 6:00pm. Pardun, Mowery,Willenbring and 
Lusher present.     
 
Citizens Present:  Scott Holloway, John/Grace Waugh, Matt Thibodeau, Win Miller, Jan Stull, Liz 

Kelly, Ryan Goodman, Deb and Paul Kinsley, Jack Warren, Jim Maher, Jim Shaver 
 
Public Hearing – Judd Street Water Mitigation – Mayor Mills called the Public Hearing to order 
at 6:01pm for the purpose of discussing the Judd Street mitigation issue. 
 
Pardun began by reviewing the issues of flooding along the Judd Street ditch due to ongoing 
surface water issues. 
 
Win Miller, Judd Street resident, stated that the waterfall on Walker Street currently has a 20 
inch ice dam in the stream, which he believes is the cause of the flooding of the Judd Street 
ditch. Miller would like to see the ice removed from that south end of the stream, which he 
believes would solve the flooding issue. He is skeptical that maintaining a 10 foot wide ditch 
would alleviate the problem, although he is in favor of keeping all ditches within the City 
maintained. Miller would like to see the City create a ditch inventory for the entire City, and 
perform yearly maintenance on all ditches. Pardun noted that the City does have an inventory of 
the ditches, and are working on a maintenance schedule to keep those maintained. Pardun does 
not believe however, that the ice dams at the two exits points of the ditch is causing the flooding 
of the wetland between Judd and Highway 95. 
 
Mike Tibbetts, resident, questioned why the City doesn’t get Sentence to Serve to clean out and 
dig the stream bed deeper to keep that water flowing. He also believes that the culvert at 280 
Judd Street probably has frost heave and needs to be cleaned and lowered, rather than increasing 
the culvert size. 
 
Deb Stull, former Judd Street resident, noted that they have tried to clean out that stream bed but 
the silt has filled in to the point that it is dangerous to be in there. 
 
Scott Holloway, resident at 280 Judd St, stated that it is not the level of the culvert that is causing 
the flooding, it is the size of the culvert. 
 
Discussion was held as to whether there was a culvert under Berkey St. Historical aerial photos 
show evidence of a culvert under Berkey, however the City has dug in several spots and has not 
been able to find any culvert. 
 
Matt Thibodeau, resident of Judd St, stated he has tried walking back into the ditch area, 
however the silt is at least 4 feet in depth and there is no way to get in there and clean it out. 
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Pardun discussed the cost of the project. Fuhr Trenching came in with a bid of $33,148.40. The 
Carnelian Marine Watershed District has agreed to pay for half of the project cost in the amount 
of $16,574, which would leave the balance of $16,574.20 as the City’s responsibility. Currently 
the City has spent $8914 in engineering costs on this project. The City has just over $40,000 in 
the budget to work with for stormwater issues, and Lon is proposing that the City cover the cost 
of this project rather than assessing those five or six homeowners for water that comes from 
many different places around the City. The City is also proposing to replace the culvert at Wilke 
Street, which would cost approximately $7800. 
 
Liz Kelly thanked Pardun for doing a very thorough job of researching this project and working 
with the correct agencies to get this project put together.  
 
There was further discussion as to whether the City is rushing this project and should wait, or if 
the City should move forward. Scott Holloway believes the water has been an issue for many 
years and is now coming to a head and should be taken care of.  
 
Willenbring questioned setting a precedent for other areas of town to pay to mitigate flooding in 
those areas. He also noted that a major stormwater study will be happening as a part of the 
County Rd 4 project, and questioned whether that information can help with a long term 
solution. After further discussion,  
 
Pardun moved and Mowery seconded to accept Resolution 021215-01 to authorize the work and 
payment for the Judd Street Water Mitigation Project. Pardun, Mowery and Mills for, 
Willenbring and Lusher against. Motion passed.  
 
Mayor Mills closed the public hearing at 7:10pm. 
Mayor Mills recessed the meeting at 7:10 and reconvened at 7:15. 
 
 
Citizens Considerations –  Doug Latsusek and Bill Ries were in attendance to request a hall 
rental fee waiver for a fundraiser to raise money for the antique pumper building on Saturday, 
March 28th from 7:00 – 11:00pm. Liquor will be served by not sold, so no liquor license is 
required. Mowery believes this falls in line with other City events. 
 
Mowery moved and Willenbring seconded to waive the hall rental fee for Saturday, March 28th. 
Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Win Miller is frustrated that there are no Village Center Task Force meeting Minutes for the 
majority of 2014. Willenbring will look into getting the most recent Minutes submitted. 
 
 
Planning Commission – There will be two workshops coming up to work on the code revisions.  
 
Public Safety – There is a new probationary member on the department. 
 



37 
 

  

Willenbring moved and Mowery seconded to approve Ryan Evans as a probationary member of 
the Public Safety department. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
The Council received a copy of the new proposed May Fire Contract. The changes include a 
10% increase over 2014 and 2% or the CPI over the next two years, and the addition of the 
number of households within the same area. 
 
Mowery moved and to approve the proposed May Fire Contract for the next three years. Motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
Chief Denn reported that the Department held a meeting to discuss the future of the department 
in terms of membership, and the lack of daytime availability. Ideas are being explored for 
recruitment and retention for both present and future members.  
 
One bid was received on the generator in the amount of $20. 
 
Pardun moved and Lusher seconded to accept the bid in the amount of $20 to Glen Mills. Motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
Roads  - Three bids were received for the pickup truck, with the highest bid coming in at $8250. 
 
Willenbring moved and Pardun seconded to award the bid for the pickup truck to Fuhr 
Trenching in the amount of $8250.00. Motion passed unanimously.  
  
There will be a kick off meeting to discuss the County Road 4 project next week, in which 
Willenbring, Pardun and Jason Crotty will be attending. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss 
the vision and goals of the project and to outline a public involvement process.  
 
Personnel/Building Inspector  -   No Report.  
  
Recreation – The ice rink is open and running smooth. 
 
Finance – No Report. 
 
Cemetery – No report. 
 
 Wastewater and Water Systems – February 24th will be the public hearing for the Washington 
County sewer ordinance revisions, which Jason Crotty will attend. 
 
Citizen Committee Reports 
 
Village Center Task Force – Discussion was held around the committee goals. Some of the goals 
discussed were signage around the downtown area, improving the visual impact of the dumpsters 
in the commercial areas, improving the trail system around the downtown area, build a bench 
project, and participation in the County Rd 4 project. The next meeting will be Wednesday, 
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February 25th at 6:00pm.  
 
MarLa  - Lusher reported that the Third birthday party was held on January 23rd. The Oscar party 
will be one of the upcoming events for February.  
 
Hall/Restoration -  The Restoration Society held a meeting on Tuesday. The basement project is 
almost complete. Jane Powell will be the new secretary, Stacia Rivers will be Treasurer, Megan 
Kavanagh will be Vice President and Ann Myers is President.  
 
Stormwater/Watershed – Pardun reported that the City has received a grant from the Board of 
Water and Soil District in the amount of $98,200. Jim Shaver was in attendance to give the 
history of the local water management plan and the Memorandum of Understanding that was 
created as a result. This grant is a 25% match, of which the Watershed District will split with the 
City of Marine. This project will help to create rain gardens around town, which will help to 
alleviate the burden on the local homeowners when projects are done on residential lots. Shaver 
would like to see a Resolution of support from the City for this Watershed project. The kick off 
meeting for this rain garden project will be at the Village Hall on April 14th. The plan would be 
to discuss designs in 2015 with implementation in 2016.  
 
There is also discussion as to whether the Watershed Board should continue to maintain a 7 
member board or scale down to a 5 member board.  The Watershed Board would love to see a 
nomination from Marine. Pardun has a nomination he would like to put forward to the County 
Board on Marine’s behalf. Pardun also thanked Jim Shaver and Kristen Tunge for their help with 
securing funds for the Judd Street project. Willenbring questioned what the Watershed would be 
looking for from a design aspect of the County Road 4 project. The Watershed District has not 
identified their priority zones, however the County will be required to obtain a permit from the 
Watershed District, so there will be further discussion as to what the Watershed is looking for at 
that time. 
  
Millsite – There will be a potential meeting regarding the Mill Site trail in April. 
 
Green Step Cities – Lusher presented the names of the Committee members for Council 
approval. Those members are Andy Kramer, Anne Reich, John Goodfellow and Kirsten 
Vandheim.  Some of those members are out of the Country, however they will back later this 
spring and the committee will plan on having their first official meeting at that time. 
 
Lusher moved and Willenbring seconded to approve Andy Kramer, Anne Reich, John 
Goodfellow and Kirsten Vandheim as the official members of the Green Step Cities committee. 
Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Holidays – The City has received the 2015 Fireworks contract.  
 
Willenbring moved and Pardun seconded to approve the 2015 Fireworks contract for July 3rd. 
Motion passed unanimously.  
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Mowery reviewed the final report from the 175th committee. There was a surplus of 
approximately $2900 from the fundraising efforts in 2014, for which they would like to use that 
money to purchase free standing sidewalk planters. Clerk Peterson will add this item to the 
March agenda for approval. 
 
Consent Calendar – Mowery moved and Lusher seconded to approve the Minutes of 1/8/15, 
Treasurers Report of 1/15, List of Bills for 2/12/15, Zoning Administrators Report - none, Public 
Works Maintenance Report and Planning Commission Minutes - none.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Old/New Business – The Board of Review meeting will be Tuesday, April 7th at 9:00am. 
 
Long/Short Term Goals – No Report. 
 
Mayor Notes/Clerk’s Report – No Report. 
 
Adjournment – Mowery moved and Lusher seconded to adjourn at 8:19pm. Motion passed 
unanimously.    
 
Minutes taken by Lynette Peterson, City Clerk   


