Revised
City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission Meeting
Tuesday, July 31, 2012

The City of Marine on St. Croix Joint Planning Commission meeting of July 31, 2012 was called to order by Planning Commission Acting Chairman Warren at 7:35pm. Creager, Smitten, Roden, Mrosla, Brenner and Ritz from the Planning Commission were present. 

Citizens Present:  Mayor Glen Mills

Agenda:
1. Call to Order 7:30pm
2. Watershed District – Review the Rules of the Carnelian Marine St. Croix Water Shed District Plan for adoption into the Comprehensive Plan. 
3. Old/New Business: 
Planning Commission Chair Person
Preparation for Later Discussion: Chickens and Other small animals and birds in the Urban Districts.
4. Approval of May 26, and June 26, 2012 minutes.
5. Adjournment

Watershed District –Review the Rules of the Carnelian Marine St. Croix Water Shed District Plan for adoption into the Comprehensive Plan. 
Warren reviewed the meetings that were held regarding the densely developed Urban and Rural Districts in Marine with the Watershed District and some of the Planning Commission members also attended. Warren acknowledged the meeting went well in terms of the cooperation the District will give. The Watershed District is willing to work with the city to make changes to the rules in densely developed areas. The Planning Commission reviewed the Building Permit Table that shows the number of building permits that were issued in the years 2006 through 2012 that Jim Shaver of the Watershed District updated. This table showed how many times permits would have been issued. The current table shows the average costs for an addition and remodel type project would be $616.00 plus the addition of $150.00 for permit fees and any administrative costs. These numbers showed a significantly lower cost than what was assumed. Administrative cost would include a bond if required and the cost of recording the location of the rain garden and perpetual maintenance. The Rules require this item to be handled as a deed restriction. An estimated average cost of a rain garden including labor would be $5.00 per square foot and rain barrels around $75.00. Design assistance would also be available. On small projects for instance like a garage or small addition there would be no outside engineering costs, this would be provided by Jim Shaver of the CMSCWD.
Smitten questioned the administrative burden and would the watershed respond to a request of a permit is within a certain period of time. How will we navigate the administrative side? Warren noted that issue has not yet been talked about as of yet.  
The rules are set up that the local Permit would be issued first then followed by the Watershed district. Warren tried to make clear to the Watershed District that the applications for Building and Watershed permits should work together and then they would split one going to the Marine building inspector the other going to the Watershed District. It would then be up to the city to issue the permits. Warren believes that the Watershed would request the applicant go through the city first to get that permit and get their permit at a later date.
Mrosla questioned the process of filling out the Watershed District’s worksheet before the application for the Permit. However Creager thought looking at the worksheet first to determine if a permit would even be required for the Watershed would eliminate unneeded applications and worksheets to the Watershed District. Warren acknowledged this would be part of the procedures that need to be determined; however the most streamlined is what is preferred. 
Warren noted that we are currently working under the assumption that to accept the plan would require us to accept all the requirements that are in the plan including the rules. The question is would we accept the plan if there are certain rules that are identified that we do not accept?
Ritz wondered if it is possible to make that type of change. Warren stated there is no procedure for doing it that way. Smitten noted that the rules are already adopted and it could be a moot point trying change them. However the rules have burdensome consequences in our urban lot areas and we have had this discussion with the District. Regarding the two policies where it draws out the rules we should point out we are not comfortable with them (page 5 of Surface Water Management Policies – Section two - Objectives and Policies (d) and (e)). We could accept most of the plan; however the two policy statements should be excluded. Smitten also noted that Mr. Shaver has offered correspondence that would accompany the Marine Local Water Plan stating there will be discussion in the future to discuss potential to modify the rules. By supporting a large part of the Plan, Marine would show support but with the exclusion of the two policy statements that reference the rules. Roden questioned the timing of the acceptance along with modifications to the Plan. Warren noted that it needs to be accepted by September 12, 2012. The City can ask for an extension; however accommodating the extension is up to the Watershed District. Currently the communications are open and the city should be very clear and up front on what our concerns are and what we want changed. 
Smitten noted that we cannot just adopt Carnelian Marine St. Croix Watershed District Plan by reference because that would accept the two policies. There are other areas that need to be included in our Local Water Management Plan that are more complicated. There should be clarification of the areas discussed at the meeting for example, lakes, on July 9, 2012 that do not relate to Marine.
Other areas to be completed include administrative components that need to part of the Local Water Plan. The Local Water Plan needs to state that certain ordinances will be amended within 6 months of the adoption of the plan. A groundwater protection component needs to be included. The Local Wetland Management plan is also required. In 2008 there is a letter that states the city of Marine will develop a Wetland Management Plan within a year. Warren noted that in the City Zoning regarding wetlands there is not much other than you can’t build sewage disposal systems in them. We need to define our own local priorities. 
Smitten recommends that if we can adopt by reference the District plan and spell out areas of the rules that are of concern would be a great approach. The mapping of the areas of concern should be included in our correspondence. 
The Planning Commission reviewed the Watershed Management Plan and generated a list of priorities that need to be addressed: Wetlands, Administration Procedures, Local Project Prioritization process, and Groundwater. 
Planning Commission member will break into groups to work on specific section of the Watershed District Plan. Member Warren, Creager and Roden will work on the Storm water, and Warren and Brenner on Administrative. The groups will develop proposed sections for review by August 15, 2012.  Smitten will work on Wetlands management. The hope is to have them circulated by the next Planning Commission meeting on August 28, 2012. 
Old/New Business – 
Planning Commission Chair Person:	Jack Warren explained at the beginning of 2012 he stepped into a three month temporary position of Acting Chairman for the Planning Commission when Dan Willenbring did not extend his term. Warren explained the reasoning behind not stepping down prior to this meeting was all the activity surrounding the Alm property, Village Center Comprehensive Plan and the Watershed District. Warren did not want to drop the load on anyone else. Warren felt it was now time for him to step down as acting chairman and asked the other Commission members to step forward. Warren noted the last six months was most likely the most intensive Planning Commission meetings there have been in a very long time. Brenner commented that he was not in the position at this time. Warren made a strong recommendation for Gerry Mrosla for the Chairman position. Gerry Mrosla volunteered to accept the role of Planning Commission Chairman after approval from the City Council at their next meeting on August 9, 2012 at 7:00pm.
Preparation for Later Discussion: Chickens and Other small animals and birds in the Urban Districts. Members Roden and Ritz will review the Chicken ordinances in the urban districts of Marine and the surrounding communities and will report back to the Planning Commission at the September 25, 2012 meeting.
Approval of Minutes – Creager moved Smitten seconded to approve the May 29, 2012 Planning Commission Minutes as drafted with corrections under Old/New Business - Mike Zajac Proposed Use in the Village Center.  Page five omit the wording in paragraph five starting with the word “Concerns” through paragraph seven ending with the word “Center” and replace with the following wording. “Concerns regarding hours of operation, parking, access to the river and liability to the City. Mr. Zajac noted that the concept is to use the river. Ritz questioned whether the customers would be entering the river behind the store and if that is a public access. Ritz and Council member Benson questioned the liability to the city? Zajac noted he would direct them in the direction of the river accesses and would allow them to decide. Zajac also noted that technically the access behind the store is not a public access. When people come and use the river it is unknown if they are bringing their own vessel or are renting it from another location and what access they use. Zajac also believes the liability would be the same as if it were any other public landing in the city. Benson inquired if there is a line of distinction between a business and the use of a public access verses an individual using a public access regarding liability? Warren noted the city attorney will need to verify what liability to the city would be.

Roden questioned the locations of where the canoes or kayaks could be brought to different locations outside of Marine on the river? Examples would be Interstate Park in Taylors Falls or Osceola, WI. More than likely it would be Osceola Zajac responded.  

Smitten questioned if people will be given a map or how will they know where the public access points are? The concern is with the activities in the in the Village Center that the business should be providing information as to where parking and river accesses are and suggested that a map should be provided. Zajac noted that maps would be part of his business plan however the first step was to determine if the rental business is allowable in the Village Center. Currently the maps have not been determined. Smitten stated she appreciates the hours of operation being spelled out, the 24 canoes and kayaks along with the parking plan, and the details for the record are very helpful.

Creager reiterated that the task he and Mrosla were asked to do was to determine if a service business was allowed in the Village Center per the City Code. After identifying the facts and findings they determined watercraft rental fits within the definition of a service business and would be allowed and should be recommended to the City Council.

After reviewing and a discussion of the facts and findings the conclusion is that the Planning Commission agreed that service businesses are permitted within the Village Center and no action is needed.” Motion passed unanimously.
 
Roden moved Brenner seconded to approve the June 26, 2012 Planning Commission Minutes as drafted. Motion passed unanimously.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment: Brenner moved and Mrosla seconded to adjourn the July 31, 2012 Planning Commission meeting at 9:27pm. Motion passed unanimously. 
Minutes taken by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 
PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS - Jack Warren, Ron Brenner, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2012, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla – 12/31/2013, Andy Creager, Joyce Ritz - Expires 12/31/2014
