City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission Workshop and Regular Meeting
Tuesday, May 28, 2013

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission meeting of May 28, 2013 was called to order by Planning Commission Chairman Mrosla at 7:33pm. Warren, Brenner and Smitten, Creager, Roden and Ritz were present. 

Citizens Present:  Peter Curtis, Mary Uppgren, David Drysdale and Glen Mills


Agenda:
1. Call to Order 7:30pm
2. Old/New Business: 
Watershed District – Update
3. Approval of the April 30, 2013 Planning Commission minutes.
4. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU,SCR, SCU and VC Districts
5. Adjournment

Old/New Business – 
Peter Curtis – Peter Curtis was present with along with David Drysdale and Mary Uppgren regarding a plan to add a room to their house for a home office or multipurpose room. Mr. Curtis noted that back in 2005 an addition was added to the house and no variances were needed. A small screen porch was also added on the riverside. The idea is to expand the screen porch and convert it into living space. Mr. Curtis provided a survey that showed the property, Judd Street, river, and the bluff line that set back 40 of feet. The corner of the screen porch and existing deck shows it touches the mark that indicates the 40 foot front yard setback from the bluff line. The proposed addition would extend approximately four feet beyond this point. 
The Planning Commission discussed the setbacks according to the previous survey. Mrosla stated the hardship will likely be the encroachment of the bluff line. Brenner state the question of whether a variance would be needed and how it would be determined. Brenner believes to determine that no variance is needed you would have to take an average. Mrosla question if the pine tree was taken down would that be an option. Both Mr. Drysdale and Ms. Uppgren felt the removal was not an option.
Mary Uppgren noted that the possibility of building north, south or west is also not possible. The septic system is located on the west side out from the kitchen. Mr. Curtis stated if the addition went south it would cut off the windows from the kitchen. Mrosla referenced a previous resident with the same issues of not wanting to remove any trees; his concern is defining the hardship and the precedence that the Planning Commission sets.
Brenner noted the property is located in two districts, the St Croix Overlay and St. Croix Urban Districts. The DNR reviews decisions in the overlay district including variances. Brenner also believes there are even rules regarding tree removal.
Mrosla explained the Planning Commission could assign two members to review the property and then submit a formal application. 
In reviewing the survey provided, Warren questioned whether the portion of the deck extension was removed (as indicated on the previous plans). Mr. Curtis noted that had not been done. Warren noted this is considered a structure by the DNR. Mr. Drysdale and Ms. Upprgren are willing to reconfigure the deck if needed. 
Joyce Ritz and Andy Creager will work with Mr. Drysdale and Ms. Uppgren to review and determine if a variance will be needed.

DNR Workshop – Warren received an email regarding the DNR Boat trip workshop. Previously members Creager and Roden have attended and very informative. Topics will be: Report card of the health on river, River land and impact, Case studies of pollution and mediation, and creating the action plan for your community. The DNR and National Park Service St. Croix River association will be underwriting some of the cost. In the past a light dinner has also been provided. If anyone is interested please let Lynette know. The date is Wednesday July 17, 20113
Kristina Smitten – Marine on St. Croix Citizen of the Year: Chairman Mrosla and the rest of the Planning Commission members commented and congratulated Kristina on her award.
Watershed District – Chairman Mrosla mention he was setting up a meeting with members Warren, Smitten and Jim Shaver with the Watershed District on Thursday May 30, 2013 at 10:00am. 

Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. The Planning Commission continued the review of the codes. Some of the areas that were review included: Maintenance, facility and storage buildings owned and operated by property association on lots without a principle structure, Private garages and off-street parking spaces and carports, Public Parks and Playgrounds, Public Vehicle Garages, Recreational equipment, Residential care facilities, Residential and non-residential uses together in one building.

Smitten moved and Roden seconded for Assistant Clerk Tomnitz to create another Doodle calendar to set up another workshop to continue on the review of the codes. Motion passed unanimously. 


The assignments for the next meeting are as follows.
Roden will work on Parking codes
Ritz review of the Home Occupation (as it relates to the Code) with the City of Scandia
Ritz and Creager will work on the variance review for Drysdale and Uppgren.
Mrosla, Warren and Smitten will work on the Watershed District Plan.

Approval of Minutes of April 30, 2013 – None.
 

	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment: Roden moved and Creager seconded to adjourn the May 28, 2013, Planning Commission meeting at 9:20pm. Motion passed unanimously. 

Minutes taken by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 
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PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS - Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2013, Andy Creager, Joyce Ritz - Expires 12/31/2014, Jack Warren, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2015
