City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission Workshop and Regular Meeting
Tuesday, April 30, 2013

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission Workshop of April 30, 2013 was opened by Planning Commission Chairman Mrosla at  6:34pm. Warren, Brenner and Smitten were present. Roden, Creager and Ritz were absent. 

Citizens Present:  Brian Wicklund, Bill Ries	

1. Call to Order 6:30pm 
2. Brian Wicklund – Discussion of Proposal for Car-port.
3. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts 
4. Adjournment

Chairman Mrosla acknowledge the agenda was to work on the review of the codes however Brian Wicklund is unable to attend the regular scheduled meeting at 7:30 and has some questions regarding the building of a carport on his property.


Smitten noted she had been contacted by Mr. Wicklund regarding building a carport. Smitten acknowledged she and Ron Brenner met with Mr. Wicklund after speaking with Lynette the City Clerk regarding the process of the Planning Commission, and knowing Mr. Wicklund wanted to move forward with his plans. Smitten and Brenner walked the property and learned more of the interest of building the carport and potential areas of where it could be located. The recommendations of a survey being conducted was given by both Smitten and Brenner however noted the survey would be very expensive. Smitten, Mr. Wicklund and Jack Warren had also done some research regarding the property and where the parcel lines are on Franklin Street.
Brenner noted he also wanted to also include a garage addition. Warren had contacted Washington County and determined that most of the published ariel surveys are from a 2009 fly- over. Currently there is a 2011 ariel survey that is dated for positional accuracy that is much sharper. Washington County will be conducting another fly over within the next week. Warren also noted there is a disclaimer that states the ariel is a picture and the lot lines are another depiction and are overlaid with some layer of precision which Washington County will not guarantee. The earlier ariels were not accurate however they are getting better. Smitten commented that the focus of the survey is because the existing garage is within the right of way, including possible portions of the studio, therefore this would make the carport also in the right of way. Smitten and Brenner were trying to determine if a variance would be needed and at what level? Mr. Wicklund noted the studio was built in 1999. The current garage space is 18 feet by 16 feet and would barely hold a Model T. Mr. Wicklund would like a space to cover his vehicles and have some space to work with. Mr. Wicklund shared a more accurate survey he received from Ray Raffel that was done just after the studio was built in 1999. The survey showed points off of Franklin Street and that the existing garage is mostly located in Franklin Street as well as a portion of the studio and the proposed carport. 
Mr. Wicklund explained that if the carport was moved to the west, several trees would have to be moved and would not be a favorable view.
 
Mrosla questioned the next steps if the buildings are in the street that is not vacated. Brenner wondered if it is even legal to grant a variance if it is not even located on your property.
The Planning Commission also looked at other parcels that Mr. Wicklund owns to see if there would be a better location for the carport and garage addition. The Planning Commission acknowledged there are other options available rather than in Franklin Street. Brenner and Mrosla noted the Planning Commission would be available when Mr. Wicklund had determined how he would like to move forward. Mr. Wicklund also questioned the possibility to expand the garage. Brenner noted if the expansion would not increase the nonconforming portion or if it moved to the west it would be an option however moving to the south or east would not be an option because it would not be within the property line and a variance would be required. Bill Reis was also present and questioned the possibility of vacating Franklin or a portion of Franklin Street. Mrosla and Warren noted that the City of Marine’s policy is not to vacate the city streets. Brenner questioned whether there is a process for vacating a street. Warren noted this would be a council action. The city would be giving up the ownership for all future use if this was to happen. Mr. Wicklund wondered if vacating of part of the street was a possibility. The Planning Commission recommended he should check with Lynette the City Clerk on this process.




Mrosla closed the workshop at 7:30pm.





















The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission regular scheduled meeting of April 30, 2013 was called to order by Planning Commission Chairman Mrosla at  7:30pm Warren, Brenner and Smitten were present. Roden, Creager and Ritz were absent. 

Citizens Present: Joe  Schmidt

Agenda:
1. Call to Order 7:30pm
2. Brian Wicklund – Discussion of Proposal for Carport
3. Joe & Christi Schmidt – Wilke Street lot for sale. Review Conditions regarding driveway, Watershed, Conservation easement and other.
4. Old/New Business: Watershed District – Update
5. Approval of the March 26, 2013 Planning Commission minutes.
6. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU,SCR, SCU and VC Districts
7. Adjournment


Joe & Christi Schmidt – Wilke Street lot for sale. Review Conditions regarding driveway, Watershed, Conservation easement and other.
Joe Schmidt was present to review the property at the end of Wilke Street that is currently undeveloped. Mr. Schmidt is interested in purchasing the property, however would like to know what would the issues are from the perspective of the Planning Commission and what is needed. Mr. Schmidt noted that some drawing have been made and bids have been received. The information of the documentation of the subdivision is what the bids were based on. The plans call for the extension of Wilke Street along with an easement through the Jepson property. The goal they would like is to do some stone masonry to keep the aesthetics of the area. The development Agreement states that the owner at their expense extends Wilke Street back to the easement and build a driveway across the easement. It would also need to be built to the city’s codes.
Warren noted this property was a subdivision from a property that was mostly wetland and considered open space under the city’s Subdivision Ordinance. At the time there was no real concern regarding the wetlands.  Planning Commission felt they had taken care of the issues of the wetlands by making it unbuildable. Currently the Watershed District rules have come into play and would most likely require the delineation of the wetlands. Warren noted there is a stream that moves through the property. 
Originally there are three parcels within the subdivision that are owned by the Jepsons and Kavanaghs. The Jepsons own parcel A and portion of parcel C. The Kavanaghs originally owned parcel B and a portion of parcel C. Parcel C is completely located within the conservation easement.
Mr. Schmidt would like to close on the construction loan, however the purchase agreement is contingent on resolving any regulatory type questions, if any, and resolve them as soon as possible. Mrosla noted that any type of wetland issues with the easement would be a concern. Warren noted the Watershed requires separation from wetland of 100 feet. A buffer of 50 feet from streams are also required. 
Mrosla questioned if the Planning Commission should recommend Mr. Schmidt to talk with the Watershed District. Brenner recommended having the architect also work with the Watershed because of setback issues. Warren noted that this would normally start with a development agreement or a building permit. There are also concerns with the driveway width and this would be a good time for a recommendation of review by the Watershed District.
Smitten reviewed the documentation of the Subdivision and referenced the conservation open space easement. The document also references a motion to approve the street extension with the description of the road and culvert requirements. Smitten questioned if the proposed road design has been bid yet. Mr. Schmidt stated that Peterson Excavating has provided a bid however an engineer has not reviewed the road at this time.
Mr. Schmidt wondered if he could contact the Planning Commission members with questions regarding any upcoming issues. Brenner stated he would be available for questions that would arise. Smitten recommended that the architect review the City Code and be familiar with conventional standards and also incorporate those considerations.
Warren noted that the wetlands, streams and potential buffers should be delineated before making recommendation on road and bridge and to be ready for discussion before any upcoming Planning Commission meeting.
Old/New Business – 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Watershed District – Warren noted the Watershed District gave an outline of a Memoranda of Understanding along with some points they thought would fall into a plan specific to the developed areas of Marine. Warren put together a response regarding the information that would be discussed with the committee before meeting with the Watershed District. Chairman Mrosla noted the goal would be to meet with the Watershed District within the next couple of weeks.

Brian Wicklund – Brian Wicklund met with the Planning Commission during the 6:30pm workshop regarding a Carport and possible addition of a garage. The Planning Commission reviewed the location of existing buildings within the road right of ways along with other options that were available. Mr. Wicklund will review options.


Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. – Chairman Mrosla noted the absence of some of some of the Planning Commission members and wondered if moving forward and working on the codes would be a good idea without their input? Mrosla also shared his concerns regarding the additional meetings the Planning Commission members have been attending including the continuing work on the Watershed District. Are designated meetings for the review of the codes a good idea and how many more would they need? Mrosla didn’t feel meeting before the regular schedules meetings worked very well however does not want to overburden the Commissioners with additional workshops. Smitten noted the March meetings went well and good progress was made. Smitten is also in favor of a workshop dedicated to the review of the codes and believes the delays make it harder to be proficient. Smitten also recommended to the Assistant City Clerk Tomnitz to create a Doodle Poll to find the best options for the Planning Commission to meet. Tomnitz will post dates and times on the Doodle Poll send out to the Planning Commission members to set up the next workshop before the regular scheduled meeting on May 28, 2013.


Approval of Minutes – Warren moved Smitten seconded to approve of the March 26, 2013 Planning Commission workshop and regular meeting Minutes as drafted. Motion passed unanimously.
 

	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment: Warren moved and Smitten seconded to adjourn the April 30, 2013, Planning Commission meeting at 8:33pm. Motion passed unanimously. 

Minutes taken by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 






























PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS - Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2013, Andy Creager, Joyce Ritz - Expires 12/31/2014, Jack Warren, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2015
