City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission Workshop
Wednesday, October 22, 2014

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission workshop of October 22, 2014 was opened at 10:05am by Planning Commission Chairman Gerry Mrosla. Brenner, Roden, Warren and Smitten were present. Creager and Ritz were absent.

Citizens Present:  Brian Ross-Midwest Renewal Energy Association

 
Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. 

Smitten introduced Brian Ross who is assisting the Midwest Renewal Energy Association. Smitten has volunteered her time to collect information regarding solar implication for the city of Marine and has contacted Mr. Ross for his input because of his extensive background in solar. Smitten has known Mr. Ross over the last 15 years crossing paths in different energy related fields. Mr. Ross’s focus is in land use planning and zoning however, is not a solar installer or provider.  

Mr. Ross is funded through a Grant Use program by the Department of Energy that allows him to assist communities in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Illinois in looking at their codes to integrate solar and help them to understand solar energy as valuable economical source of energy. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Ross reviewed Marine’s current Zoning Codes and submitted a report to Kristina Smitten (see below) for review and discussion at no cost to the City of Marine. Some of the areas  touched on were basic zoning issues, definitions, accessory building and structures, impervious surface, nuisance characteristics, variances, regulatory incentives and design standards to name a few.

Mrosla will not be present at the next Planning Commission meeting however Ron Brenner will be acting chairman. Mrosla confirmed with Brenner and Smitten they should move forward with the review of the codes after the Public Hearing. Discussion of holding Planning Commission workshops for the third weeks of November and December were also favorable. Members will check their calendars and a motion will be made at the next Planning Commission meeting on October 28, 2014. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment –Smitten moved and Roden seconded to adjourn the October 22, 2014 Planning Commission Workshop at 12:07pm. Motion passed unanimously. 

Minutes written by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 

PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS -, Andy Creager, Joyce Ritz - Expires 12/31/2014, Jack Warren, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2015, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2016
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