City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission Workshop
Wednesday, November 19, 2014

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission workshop of November 19, 2014 was opened at 10:05am by Planning Commission Chairman Gerry Mrosla. Brenner, Roden, Warren, Creager and Ritz were present. Smitten was absent.

Citizens Present:  None

 
Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. Brenner reviewed the list of “Things to Do” that he put together. Assistant City Clerk Tomnitz commented, Sections 508 Village Center and 509 Limited Industry had not been finished because of further review regarding Residential care and day care facilities. Review of Prohibited Uses in all Districts was also omitted from the list. Tomnitz will add to the list under Item 1(e) for Sections 508 and 509 along with the addition of Item number 14 for Prohibited Uses.

Brenner explained some of the procedures for Variance and Conditional Use permits in other cities and how they work. Brenner is currently working on documents, templates and procedures along with motions for the Planning Commission’s next meeting. 

After review of the List of things to do the consensus is to add to the November meeting agenda for review. Section 310 – Planned Unit Developments, Section 4 – General Provisions, Section 511 – Floodplain District and Marine on St. Croix Sub-division Ordinance that is located in the back of the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Book. Planning Commission members should review prior to the November 25. 2014 meeting. (See the attached list of Things to do).

While reviewing Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations the recommendation is to reference this section in the Index.

Mrosla will check with Kristina Smitten regarding a draft Solar Ordinance.

Jack Warren touched on Item Number 13 Vegetative Cutting Ordinance in the River District. Screening and bank type erosion seems to be the main issues. Warren noted studies including a photographic record of the shore land on both sides of the river from Taylors Falls, MN to Prescott, WI. The National Park Service, DNR and several of the townships along the river were part of the studies. Results from the studies show there should be some kind of screening so the entire house is not seen or shaded during the summer, the number of trees between the house and river, the color of the house and if the structure was higher than the horizon as seen from the water.

Warren believes the most meaningful jurisdiction information seems to be the Town of Troy near East Hudson in Pierce County, Wisconsin. Town of Troy has an ordinance regarding trees that define the adequate number of trees according to average spacing along the lot width. Parts of the ordinance include permits to cut trees to evaluate the standard. Warren commented on the riverbank regarding the brush and the Watershed District rules that require undisturbed conditions. The undisturbed conditions of the slopes greater than 12% because they cannot be developed and would have exceptions for diseased and other invasive species along with pathways. 

Roden noted we should look at the other districts regarding vegetative cutting and soil erosion and how to deal with Buck Thorn issues and other invasive species.
                                                                                                                      
There is also a Planning Commission workshop on December 17, 2014 that was scheduled by motion at the last Planning Commission meeting in October.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            


[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment –Brenner moved and Ritz seconded to adjourn the November 19, 2014 Planning Commission Workshop at 11:45am. Motion passed unanimously. 

Minutes written by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 



























PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS -, Andy Creager, Joyce Ritz - Expires 12/31/2014, Jack Warren, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2015, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2016

[bookmark: _GoBack]Marine on St. Croix Zoning Ordinance
Things to Do!
10/28/2014


1. Review Section 202 - Definitions with focus on:
a. Businesses
b. Restaurants
c. Taverns
d. Accessory Structures (sheds, garages, carports, etc.)
e. Day Care / Residential Care Facilities
Section 508 Village Center
Section 509 Limited Industry
2. Finalize Variance Items (ron refine items below for presentation to PC)
a. Finalize Variance Process – and 60 day rule
b. Finalize text changes to section 311 (Variances)
c. Variance Documents
i. Quick Zoning Reference Guide (not really a variance document)
ii. Conditional Use Permit and Variance Checklist
iii. Variance Application
iv. Making Your Case for a Variance document
v. Facts and Findings Template – with Motion(s) Template
3. Review Section 308 – Conditional Use Permits (ron)
4. Review Section 309 – Interim Use Permits
5. Review Section 310 – Planned Unit Developments
6. Review Section 4 – General Provisions (accessory buildings, parking, fencing, parking is all covered in this section)
7. Review Section 510 – Lower St. Croix River Overlay District with respect to review process, authority and variances
8. Review Section 511 – Floodplain District
9. Review Marine on St. Croix Subdivision Ordinance
10. Review pros and cons of possible Historic District Guidelines (Andy)
11. Create Solar Ordinance (Kristina)
12. Review Dumpsters (garbage) and trash enclosures – do we have criteria for this?
13. Consider adding Vegetative Cutting Ordinance (Jack)
14. Prohibited Uses in all Districts

