City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission Workshop
Wednesday, December 17, 2014

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission workshop of December 17, 2014 was opened at 10:08am by Planning Commission Chairman Gerry Mrosla. Brenner, Roden, Warren and Smitten were present. Ritz was absent.

Citizens Present:  None

 Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. 

Brenner noted he spoke with Clerk Peterson prior to the City Council meeting and determined the permit application documents are administrative in nature and she felt we did not need any formal motions of approval from the Council. Brenner explained he gave the Council a review of the documents in general and updated them on the review of the codes noting the Planning Commission would like feedback before any recommended text changes to the Council. No questions, comments or concerns were given by the Council. Brenner felt the documents should be looked at again to make sure everything is accurate however the documents can be changed as we move forward.

Brenner questioned Section 311 text changes whether they should move forward ahead of the other code changes. The concern is that the language of the old hardship clause is throughout that section, and he felt it would be very confusing to the resident when reviewing the new documents where the language has been changed.

Warren felt this could wait because we are already using the wording practical difficulty when determining variances and Condition Use Permits with no issues. Warren also felt that it would be better to have the recommended changes to move forward as a whole rather than individually. Warren indicated historically there has been a better outcome considering several changes as a whole rather than single items.

Brenner recommended another review of Section 311 Variances, including the St. Croix overlay District, procedures and definition that will include edits and some additions. Brenner agreed to review and bring back to the Planning Commission.

Warren also noted that cleaning up the wording in regards to Conditional Use Permits would help to understand how we use Interim Use permits.

Smitten noted the City Council passed a Resolution to move forward with becoming a GreenStep City however there was some reluctance by council members. Council member Mary Lusher will champion this effort. 

Smitten noted there has been no word on the grant that was submitted to BWSR. The board does make their decision in January.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Agenda Additions: Mrosla noted the City Council approved by motion that all requests, correspondence, communications, ordinances, resolution contact documents or other matters submitted to the City Council or Planning Commission shall be filed no later than 12:00pm noon five business days prior to the City Council or Planning Commission meeting at which consideration is desired, and shall be delivered to the City Clerk for inclusion in the proper order of business on the agenda. Any delivery of these documents made after the stated deadline will not be considered for action by the City Council or Planning Commission until the following regularly scheduled meeting. 

Smitten noted that something should be put on the website stating this motion.

Newsletter: Mrosla would like to see something in the newsletter thanking Andy Creager for all of his work on the Planning Commission over the years. 

Adult Care Facilities: Smitten reviewed with the Planning Commission what she had regarding Congregate Care which includes: adult residential care facilities, foster homes, correctional, overnight shelters, sober houses and many more. Smitten was looking at transitional care or a rooming house of four or more persons and what the parameters are. Smitten will look into a mother-in-law accommodations as well. There are two different categories which include licensed and non-licensed facilities. If you want to have a licensed facility there are additional requirements. Smitten felt the facility would be to support residents in the community.

Smitten will bring together the information including some of the concerns and will present to the Planning Commission at the next meeting. 

Solar: Smitten was also working on the solar information and will also bring her update to the next Planning Commission meeting. 

Section 4 General Provisions: Warren noted several areas that need to be updated. Planning Commission reviewed portions of this sections. Warren felt the Substandard Structures 401.2(1) should be reviewed by the city attorney in regards to the replacement of structures. Warren also noted this should be looked at in each of the Zoning Districts. 

The Planning Commission will continue on Section 402.3 at their next meeting on January 27, 2015.

Approval of Minutes: 

Warren moved and Smitten seconded to approve the minutes of October 28, 2014 as drafted. Motion passed unanimously. 

Brenner moved and Roden seconded to approve the minutes of October 22, 2014 workshop as drafted. Motion passed unanimously. 

Smitten moved and Warren seconded to approve the minutes of November 19, 2014 workshop as drafted. Motion passed unanimously.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment –Brenner moved and Smitten seconded to adjourn the December 17, 2014 Planning Commission Workshop at 11:45am. Motion passed unanimously. 
Minutes written by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 


PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS -, Andy Creager, Joyce Ritz - Expires 12/31/2014, Jack Warren, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2015, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2016
