City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission Meeting
Tuesday, September 27 2016

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission regular meeting of September 27, 2016 was called to order by Acting Chairman Brenner at 7:30pm. Warren, Spisak, Roden and present. Mrosla and Smitten absent.

Citizens Present:  None
1. Call to Order 7:30pm. 

2. Tim Pabst/Sub Division Update

3. Dorothy Deetz/Update on Dumpster Enclosure

3. Old/New Business

4. Approval of Minutes (July 25, 2016)

5. Adjournment

Tim Pabst/Sub Division Update – City Clerk, Lynette Peterson provided an update on the proposed subdivision of the Pabst property as Mr. Pabst was not able to attend the meeting. The last time Mr. Pabst and Clerk Peterson spoke Mr. Pabst mentioned that he had received a letter of intent from parks and trails with regards to the sub division. One item of note from this letter was that parks and trails is not in favor of the idea of a conservation easement. Mr. Pabst has completed many of the items that the planning commission had asked of him. One such completed item is a survey with proposed lot lines. At this time, Mr. Pabst is moving forward with the septic replacement project. In a previous conversation, Chairman Mrosla questioned if we’d be ready for a public hearing for this proposal within the next month or two however Clerk Peterson did not feel the Planning Commission had enough information at this point. Because this will be considered a minor sub division, there is still a lot of work that needs to be done including sorting out and obtaining the required variances. In previous meetings the use of a PUD was suggested however, upon further exploration it was found that the use of a PUD would not work in this situation. Mr. Pabst wants to keep moving but understands that this project will take time. Clerk Peterson suggested that the planning commission have a couple of people work with Mr. Pabst to aide him in direction for this project. Brenner questioned Warren if he and Chairman Mrosla would like to continue the work on this project. Warren is willing to assist Mr. Pabst with this project and Brenner will check with Chairman Mrosla to see if he would be interested in continuing his help as well. Brenner said he would help if Chairman Mrosla cannot. 

Dorothy Deetz/Update on Dumpster Enclosure – Dorothy Deetz is working with Waste Wise on the dumpster enclosure project. At this point, the largest concern has been enclosing block ‘A’ behind 3rd Street. Ms. Deetz would like to move things along as there is currently grant money available for this project businesses would like to take advantage of. The available grant offers up to $10,000 per business. As of the present, 5 businesses are planning to pool their money to build an enclosure. Brookside owner Matt Miller would like to know where the push is coming from for this project and why this is happening. Ms. Deetz stated that she felt that the Brookside was in a bit of a hardship as their dumpster is on city right of way and questioned if the city would be willing to grant a variance for them for their dumpster placement. Brenner stated that the Planning Commission is not forcing any existing businesses to do this, but rather it would be something enforced with new businesses and serve as a basic guideline. Also, he doesn’t remember the commission saying that there was a push to move the dumpsters from public to private property. Currently Ostlund’s Garage, Brookside Bar and Marine Landing have their dumpsters on city property. Clerk Peterson stated that Lon Pardon and Dan Willenbring have been working on the acquisition of the wayside rest property where the Brookside dumpster is located. Pardon and Willenbring’s concern is that if there is a structure on this property then the value will be increased. Furthermore, it is Clerk Peterson feeling that at this point it is hard to move forward with the dumpster enclosure project until the zoning ordinance piece on enclosures has been completed. The completion of this component will take time because the amendment will need to go to a public hearing for approval before being considered complete. Brenner questioned if the city amends an ordinance, are existing facilities grandfathered in or does it need to be stated specifically that they are grandfathered in. Clerk Peterson read from the code book what is currently stated in our ordinance for structures. Ms. Deetz questioned what the Brookside would need to do if they were interested in participating in the dumpster enclosure project. Clerk Peterson suggested initiating the permit process to obtain a building permit. Roden questioned that if there were no enclosure could the Brookside change the recycle/garbage bins, upgrade and make them look nicer. Clerk Peterson stated that if the use remains the same, then she sees no reason why this would not work. Furthermore, portable screening may be a problem but changing out for a locking dumpster should not be. Currently the Brookside is not recycling because they don’t have room for a recycling container. Roden feels a step in the right direction would be to get the Brookside to begin recycling, even if they cannot currently screen. Awareness and education is a huge part of this program. Clerk Peterson said to Ms. Deetz that she felt her next step should be to attend a council meeting and request that the council move forward with amending the zoning ordinance.

Old Business –   Jack Warren questioned what the status of the Millsite work was. Clerk Peterson shared that the council was in agreement that if the boardwalks are tied to a tree that they would not be considered a structure. This project is set to move forward.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Clerk Peterson question the amendment for refuse stating that in the June meeting Brenner made mention of re wording this section and that the minutes stated that he was going to work on this. Clerk Peterson is wondering if these changes have yet been written. The Commission was in agreement that nothing yet had been solidified. Clerk Peterson noted that her only concern was that as this ordinance is currently worded that it states ‘all districts’ and that if this stays this way then all dwellings commercial and residential would be required to screen their trash. Clerk Peterson recommended that there be further discussion on the amendment for refuse screening when the ordinance changes are being reviewed by the City Council.

New Business- None

Approval of Minutes – Roden moved and Spisak seconded to approve the July 25, 2016 Planning Commission Meeting minutes. Motion passed unanimously.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment –Warren moved and Roden seconded to adjourn at 8:21pm . Motion passed unanimously. 

Minutes by Jami Philip, Assistant City Clerk 
PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS - Jack Warren 12/31/2018, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2016, Scott Spisak, Kristina Smitten - Expires 12/31/2017












