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Tuesday, July 25 2016

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission regular meeting of July 25, 2016 was called to order by Chairman Mrosla at 7:30pm. Warren, Spisak, Roden, Mrosla, Brenner and Smitten present.

Citizens Present:  None
1. Call to Order 7:30pm. 

2.  825 Pine Cone Trail Variance Request Review/Set Public Hearing

3. Old/New Business

4. Approval of Minutes (June 28, 2016)

5. Adjournment
825 Pine Cone Trail Variance - Brenner gave a short summary of the proposed structure on 825 Pine Cone Trail. Currently in this area, most all of the garages are story and a half structures where the proposed garage is a single story structure. Volume wise the proposed structure is similar in size to or perhaps less than that of similar structures in the area. Construction of this project would require two variances and a conditional use permit for the proposed bathroom. Note that paragraph 3 incorrectly noted Section 506.5 where as it should be Section 507.5 The first variance is for the side yard setback and the second variance is for the overall footprint. Findings and facts with regards to the proposed variances are attached. There are also specific criteria in item number 6 in regards to conditional use permits which is also satisfied. Jim Shaver wanted to have commentary on the final plans, as did the Washington County Conservation district before giving their final approval. What is being asked to be approved in the final motion is that the proposed structure meets all the requirements. Lynette Peterson reported that the DNR did not have any comments with regards to this proposal. Jack Warren feels that maybe less would be greater with regards to city restrictions. Lynette Peterson questioned if the septic issues had been looked into and whether or not a separate tank be required. Peter Curtis who is the architect for this project wasn’t sure what had been decided. Clerk Peterson requested the homeowner’s work with the city on this issue. Smitten made a motion to recommend approval of the variances for the side yard setback as well as for the overall footprint and the conditional use permit for the bathroom. Spisak seconded the motion. Motion Passed unanimously.

Tim Pabst – Mr Pabst owns the property located at 940 Broadway Street. Several years ago, Joan Grant sold Mr. Pabst a 5 acre parcel, with a house and donated the remaining land to Parks and Trails. Recently the DNR has approached Mr. Pabst about possibly donating the portion of his land containing the trout streams. In order to do this, Mr. Pabst would need to subdivide his 5 acre parcel, which would require a variance. Mr. Pabst has been working with the Planning Commission on this process, and one of the things requested was approval from Washington County on a new septic site. A permit was issued about a month ago from the county for this work. Rick Fuhr will be performing the trenching for this project. The septic will be located just east of the current garage. The septic is high enough above the wetlands to be considered compliant. The septic work is scheduled to start next week and should last one week. Currently Tim feels that the split for the proposed subdivision will be approximately 3.5 acres to the park and 1.5 acres for the house. The next item of concern is that there must be a commitment from the DNR to purchase the land. Parks and Trails currently has the money to be able to do this and is willing to buy and hold the land until the DNR has the money to pay for the transaction. Warren stated that the city would need a written letter of intent from Parks and Trails in order to make this proposition secure. Furthermore, Warren feels that there are several pieces needed to make this puzzle work and believes we should keep it simple so that the DNR does not have room to back out. Roden is concerned that this would create room for possible future problems should the tenant decide to move, with regards to septic. Warren believes we have urban lots that are less than one acre that still have a septic tank and drain field. Warren feels this would be similar in that it would then just become a sub-standard lot and is not concerned as he feels this lot would still be very sellable. Smitten questioned if we would be required to have an alternate site for septic. Lynette Peterson said that no, that is a requirement for new construction. Tim said that the county had already approved and granted the permit. Lynette Peterson stated that the two percable septic sites is a city rule not a county rule. Smitten questioned which is considered the ‘new’ lot the one containing the home or the land. Smitten questioned as an alternative solution the possibility of the DNR obtaining an easement for the land containing the trout ponds. Smitten doesn’t want to complicate this anymore but if it’s possible, maybe make it easier. Smitten stated that if there was an easement then there would be no need for city involvement. Mr Pabst will continue to work on the items discussed and will keep the commission updated.

Old/New Business –   The Millsite committee informed the city that additional boardwalks possibly are going to be built. Lynette Peterson stated that Curt Moe, Jim Shaver and Tom Omdahl would like to place additional board walks and an outlook platform around the falls area. A meeting was held which included the DNR and Watershed to discuss. In an e-mail from Jennifer Sorenson with the DNR, Jennifer stated that this area is considered to be in the flood plain and that they would consider the boardwalks to be fill. Their concern being if the area floods, the board walks could possibly lift up and float away with the potential of becoming an obstruction. Jennifer suggested to the Millsite that they speak with the City of Marine. According to Marine’s flood plain ordinance, no structures are allowed to be built within the flood plain. Marine’s code defines a structure as anything constructed, the use of which requires more or less permanent location on the ground, or attached to something having a permanent location on the ground. In order to keep the boardwalks from being classified as fill and floating away and becoming an obstruction they would need to be anchored. However if they are anchored they then become a structure, which is not allowed in a flood plain and fall under a different criteria. Millsite would prefer to work solely with the city on this project and not have other agencies become involved. Roden questioned how docks are handled. Lynette Peterson noted that docks in Marine fall under different criteria. The Millsite would prefer installing boardwalks that don’t have to be moved in the spring and the fall. MN historical society has requested no excavation of this site be done unless they are involved. The suggestion was made to tie the boardwalks to a tree, which would secure them without anchoring. This would also eliminate them as falling under the definition of a structure. Smitten is okay calling the new boardwalks a temporary structure. 

New Business- None

Approval of Minutes – Brenner moved and Roden seconded to approve the June 28, 2016 planning commission meeting minutes as amended. Motion passed unanimously.
Warren moved to amend the June minutes to change the word ‘tow’ to ‘toe’ on edge of wetland. Also line 6 from bottom of page please note to change from Scott to Spisak as well as to show he was present. Roden 2nd the amendment. Motion passed unanimously.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment –Brenner moved and Warren seconded to adjourn at 8:37pm . Motion passed unanimously. 

Minutes by Jami Philip, Assistant City Clerk 
PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS - Jack Warren 12/31/2018, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2016, Scott Spisak, Kristina Smitten - Expires 12/31/2017












