City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission Regular Meeting
Tuesday, October 29, 2013

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission meeting of October 29, 2013 was called to order at 7:37pm by Planning Commission Chairman Mrosla. Warren, Creager, Brenner, Smitten and Roden were present, and Ritz was absent.

Citizens Present:  None
1. Call to Order 7:30pm.
2. Old/New Business: 
Watershed District – Update
3. Approval of September 24, 2013 Planning Commission meeting.
4. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts, Section 3 and 4
5. Adjournment

Watershed District – Warren updated the Planning Commission regarding the MOU Memorandum of Understanding that the City Council accepted at the last council meeting with a modification. Jim Shaver of the Watershed District negotiated the change prior to the document reaching the City Council. The modification removes the fixed time limits when the city was supposed to act. The procedures would be put on a pay as you go process. When revenues built up and are adequate then the design and build would start. Warren noted the next step relates to the plan. The Watershed District would need to sign off on the plan and the City Council will need to approve the plan at the continuation of the Public Hearing on November 14, 2013. Currently the plan uses the Watershed Districts text relating to the four streams that come through town and flow to the river. The Watershed District also includes some solutions to the surface water issues that may be of questionable value to the city. Warren, Smitten and Mrosla are working on a revised draft that would put the emphasis on controlling run off in neighborhoods before entering the streams. The Council should receive the draft within the next several days so they would have time to review it prior to the Public Hearing.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Creager spoke with the homeowners at 575 Judd Street regarding the rain gardens that they were required to be put in by the Watershed District (see attached). The costs included the permit fee, grading for the driveway and entire yard starting at the bluff line to drain away from the river and into the rain gardens or grassy/wooded area towards the ravine to the creek, two rain gardens and the design and construction. Jim Shaver of the Watershed District was able to provide the engineering at no cost to the homeowner because it was a residential property. The rain gardens are oval shaped and are about 10 feet by 30 feet and are 6 feet deep with a combination of stone/gravel/drain tile to the sides with dirt and mulch on top. The home owner also included a large swamp oak in the center of each of the gardens that were not required however approved for rain garden. 

There was some confusion as to how the cost was calculated for the square footage and if some of the cost related to the construction of the new home or the increased impervious surface. There were also issues with the gardens being set in shallow bed rock or sandstone that required some additional excavation and costs. The estimated costs that were received from the city engineer and the Watershed District’s engineer that were done in individual studies were much lower.

Creager also looked into what the Watershed cost for commercial properties would be (see attached). The example estimate that was given by Mr. Shaver referred to the parking lot at the church. The engineering costs were not included in this estimate.

Other New Business: Mrosla commented on the variances that were approved in Lakeland Township. The Lakeland Planning Commission had denied the requests however the City Council denied the recommendations of the Planning Commission and approved the variances. The Marine Planning Commission acknowledged they should continue to take extra care in documenting all of their decisions and actions.

Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. Brenner reviewed Section 3 with the Planning Commission. Brenner spoke with the city attorney Dave Snyder regarding the wording of the State Statue that is much simpler and less restrictive than the City’s current ordinance is. The recommendations were they should be in closer alignment. Brenner has made some changes however has more questions he would like to answer and therefore will continue to review and follow up with city attorney. Some of the changes relate to the wording, an example would be the use of “undue hardship” to be changed to “practical difficulties”. Other recommendations would be to simplify other sections.

Approval of the minutes. Warren moved Roden seconded to approve Tuesday September 24, 2013 Planning Commission Minutes as drafted with a change to page one, paragraph two, line nine, the word “pond” to “Stream”. Motion passed unanimously.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment – Warren moved and Smitten seconded to adjourn the October 29, 2013, Planning Commission meeting at 9:08. Motion passed unanimously. 

Minutes written by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 



PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS - Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2013, Andy Creager, Joyce Ritz - Expires 12/31/2014, Jack Warren, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2015
October 24, 2013


OMDAHL PROPERTY AT 575 JUDD ST

Here is the cost for the two rain gardens required by the Carnelian Marine St. Croix Watershed District. 
PERMIT COST (single family resident): $150
ENGINEERING COST: N/C per Jim Shaver (2 gardens required for total 575 square footage based on impervious surface run-off) 
DESIGN COST: $350 per Brandi Hines - Lady Bug Design - Stillwater 651-329-6440
CONSTRUCTION COST: $14,375 per Brandi Hines 
	(Construction by) Yard Master - Stillwater 651-439-1750
AVERAGE COST: approximately $26/square footage (design & construction)

I also talked with Tom Omdahl the owner. 

The two rain gardens are directly in front of his house and there is a "swamp oak" planted in the center of each garden which are an "approved" tree for rain gardens. Not required but he wanted and paid $150 each ($300). 

When he back filled his New Home construction he was required to slope his yard and driveway away from the river. His entire yard starting from the river side was excavated to the sides away from the river bluff. The North side of the lot slopes away from the river into the rain garden (North). The South side of the lot slopes to a grassy/wooded area towards the ravine to the creek. The Driveway slopes to the front yard so the run-off goes into the South rain garden. 

The gardens are oval shaped and each is about (10'x30'). They are about 6 feet deep with a combination of stone/gravel/drain tile to the sides with dirt and mulch on top. 

Hope this helps with our Marine Water Shed plan.

Andy Creager
Marine Planning Commission















Commercial Property – Watershed Costs

Permit Costs
Erosion Protections
	¼ to 1 acre is a $1,000.00
	1 acre to 2.25 $1250.00
	
Impervious Surface run off
¼ to 1 acre is a $1,000.00
1 acre to 2.25 $2,000.00

Example: Christ Lutheran Church – New Parking Lot
Permit Cost (Erosion & Impervious)			$ 2,000.00
Estimated Storm water management costs could be	$18,000.00
Examples would be Rain gardens

Total Estimate 		$20,000.00


