City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission Regular Meeting
Tuesday, November 26, 2013

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission meeting of November 26, 2013 was called to order at 7:34pm by Planning Commission Chairman Mrosla, Creager, Brenner, Ritz and Roden were present, Smitten and Warren were absent.

Citizens Present:  Peter Curtis, Mark Miller
1. Call to Order 7:30pm.
2. Mark & Dana Miller – 4 Butternut Falls: CUP for a bathroom in an Accessory Building
3. Old/New Business: 
4. Watershed District – Update
5. Approval of the October 29, 2013 Planning Commission minutes. 
6. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts: Section 3 and 4.
7. Adjournment

Mark & Dana Miller – 4 Butternut Falls: CUP for a bathroom in an Accessory Building.
Mark Miller and Peter Curtis came before the Planning Commission to share the plans to tear down an existing garage on Mr. Miller’s property and replace it with a three car garage with an upstairs studio and bathroom. Mr. Curtis, the architect for Mr. Miller, believes the new garage fits within the setbacks and no variance should be required however a Conditional Use Permit is required for a bathroom in an accessory building. Currently the existing garage is one story and the proposed garage will be approximately one and half stories. Mr. Curtis showed plans from a previous remodel and addition to the house and explained to the Planning Commission the setbacks at that time in 2007.

Roden questioned with the age of the city’s sewer system how would the hookup of a bathroom be handled and how will it affect the additional waste water usage? Mr. Miller acknowledge they are already hooked up to the city sewer system.

Brenner questioned if a variance would be needed if the garage is being rebuilt on the same location in front of the primary structure.

Andy Creager and Joyce Ritz have been assigned to review the Conditional Use Permit and any possible variances that may be required prior to the Public Hearing on January 28, 2014. 

Brenner moved and Ritz seconded to hold a Public Hearing on January 28, 2013 at 7:30 for a possible Conditional Use Permit for a bathroom in an accessory building and any other variances that would be required for Mark and Dana Miller at 4 Butternut Falls.

Watershed District – Mrosla updated the Planning Commission regarding the City Council approval of the Memorandum of Understanding MOU and the approval of the Plan that Kristina and Jack worked on. Mrosla thanked them for all the hard work and time they had put into cleaning it up. Smitten will be meeting with Jim Shaver on Friday morning to touch up a few areas before the approval from the Watershed District. It will then be sent off to the Metropolitan Council for approval. 

Other New Business: 

Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. Mrosla asked the Planning Commission members if they would like to include a special workshop in December to continue the work on the codes. The consensus is to not have a December special workshop meeting and continue the review of the codes at the January 28, 2014 Planning Commission meeting. 

Brenner updated the Planning Commission with his recommendation for Section 311, Variances, of the Zoning Ordinances including the definition. Brenner explained the changes that are recommended are in line with the state statutes. The proposed changes for the definition relate to the wording from undue hardship to practical difficulties in complying with the Zoning Ordinance. Brenner will update his recommendations to reflect the changes made to section 510.5 and will forward to Assistant City Clerk Tomnitz who will send to member Smitten and Warren for review.

The Planning Commission should review Section 4 General Provisions. Several changes have been made over the course of reviewing the codes, however the members should take a look before the next January 28, 2014 meeting to see if any more recommended changes should be made. 

Assistant City Clerk Tomnitz should also pull together all the recommendations that have been made including anything that was put on to the “Parking Lot list” for review.

Approval of the minutes. Brenner moved Roden seconded to approve Tuesday November 26, 2013 Planning Commission Minutes as drafted with changes to page one, paragraph one, line five, change the word “built” to “build”, line six, change the word “build” to “construction”, page two, paragraph four, line six, seven and eight, delete the last two sentences starting with the word “ Some” ending with “sections”. Motion passed unanimously.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment – Brenner moved and Ritz seconded to adjourn the November 26, 2013, Planning Commission meeting at 8:37. Motion passed unanimously. 

Minutes written by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 
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