City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission Meeting
Tuesday, July 29, 2014

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission meeting of June 24, 2014 was called to order at 7:35pm by Planning Commission Chairman Gerry Mrosla. Brenner, Creager, Roden, Warren and Smitten were present. Ritz attended the St. Croix River Association boat ride tour as a representative of the Planning Commission for the City of Marine on St. Croix.
 
Citizens Present:  None
1. Call to Order 7:30pm.
2. Old/New Business: 
Watershed District Update
3. Ron Brenner – Documents regarding Variance/CUP requests
4. Approval of minutes for June 24, 2014.
5. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts: 
6. Adjournment

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mrosla noted that Joyce Ritz was on the boat tour sponsored by the St. Croix River Association. Mrosla notice while he was on the river how much green slime and how early it is in the river this year compared to other years. Roden questioned if it is because of the water levels being higher than normal. Warren mentioned all the rain from the spring could cause more erosion and therefore more phosphorus from the soils could be entering into the water.


Old/New Business: 
Watershed District Update: Smitten and Warren noted a meeting with Council members Lon Pardun and Mary Lusher regarding potential projects relating to water, storm water or standing water that would be proposed. The idea was to put together a listing of potential projects with suggested timelines and priority. Warren suggested the list is to determine if or when the city should be involved. Smitten felt there are four areas related to watershed issues that have been kicked around and the meeting was to identify the next steps in the process to see when and where the city should be investing, and also take advantage of money from the Watershed District budget and prevent the loss of future funds that have been allocated.
Ron Brenner – Documents regarding Variance/CUP request – Brenner presented the latest draft materials for 1) variance application, 2) conditional use permit and variance checklist, 3) making your case for the grant of a variance document and 4) variance process.  The purpose of this is to make the process and criteria for granting variances more clear to applicants, make the administration of variances easier to follow, and provide a consistent format for the Planning Commission to make recommendations.  This will also ensure that applications are full and complete prior to establishing Public Hearings.  The Planning Commission would still have two members assist in the process; however with better understanding of the criteria the applicant may be more involved in making their case for a variance.  Brenner received commentaries and input from Planning Commission members.  They agree this process is something that needs to be reviewed further and appreciated the work Brenner has put in to it.  Brenner will make edits to the materials and present at a future Planning Commission meeting.

Approval of the minutes. None, tabled until August meeting.


Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. Member Brenner and Assistant City Clerk Tomnitz reviewed and brought together the recommended changes for section 505 St. Croix – Rural Residential District (SC-RR) and section 506 Single Family Urban (SFU) of the zoning district for the Planning Commission to review. The Planning Commission discussed and reviewed the recommendations. Tomniz has created another Doodle request of available dates for the members to respond for a workshop in August.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment –Smitten moved and Creager seconded to adjourn the June 24, 2014 Planning Commission meeting at 9:13. Motion passed unanimously. 



Minutes written by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 















PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS -, Andy Creager, Joyce Ritz - Expires 12/31/2014, Jack Warren, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2015, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2016


