City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission Regular Meeting
Tuesday, August 27, 2013


The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission meeting of August 27, 2013 was called to order at 7:03pm by Planning Commission Chairman Mrosla. Warren, Brenner, Smitten, Creager, Roden and Ritz were present. Assistant City Clerk Mary Tomnitz was absent.

Citizens Present:  None

1. Call to Order 7:30pm.
2. Old/New Business: 
Watershed District – Update
3. Approval of July 20th and July 30, 2013 Workshop minutes and regular Planning Commission minutes. 
4. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts, Section 3.
5. Adjournment
Watershed District – Chairman Mrosla updated the Planning Commission of the meeting he and Jack Warren had with the attorney Dave Snyder regarding the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). Mrosla stated they had voiced their concerns and received feedback from the attorney. Mrosla, Warren and Smitten were to meet with the city engineer on Friday however instead they will be meeting on Friday with the Tim a specialist in surface water issues. Ryan the city’s engineer is unable to attend. 

Warren referred to Dave Snyder’s report and the outline of two approaches regarding the MOU. The first one is to right the plan and hire staff to administer the plan and its rules. The other option is that Marine would create a plan, and the plan would use the MOU to define which areas of the city are regulated under the Marine plan. An agreement between the city and the Watershed District as to who does the screening, issues the permits and does the inspection would need to be in place.  Warren also noted the MOU needs some modifying and there has to be a specific plan. The Watershed District has their plan and the city would have a subset of pages that would fit within the specifics to Marine. Warren attended a meeting in Stillwater regarding the Lilly Lake area Watershed District. The meeting touched on several different points of view. Warren explained they had a map that showed rain gardens and they are available to visit. Mrosla asked if they mentioned how they financed the projects. Warren felt it came from the Watershed District funds and the individual property owner. There was information on rain gardens, shoreline plantings or buffers and a list of contractors who install rain garden facilities. There is contact information if the city is interested. 

                                                           
Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. The Planning Commission reviewed Section 3 Administration of the Zoning Ordinance. Brenner reviewed Section 311 Criteria for granting Variance with the Planning Commission. Brenner believes there are contradictions between what the current code and ordinances say and what the state chapters are regarding variances. Brenner explained the idea behind the current decision is county, state and other agencies should use the same criteria. Brenner researched the history of granting of variances. In May of 2011 Governor Dayton signed Chapter 19 into law making several changes into municipal and county variance statue. The changes consist of 1) Variance may be granted with the showing of practical difficulties. 2) Conditions of a variance must be related and proportional to the variance itself. Brenner finds after reviewing Section 311 that it is more restrictive than what state law allows and believes this section should be changed and simplified. Smitten questioned if the city could be more restrictive than the state. Other questions that were reviewed related to essential character and how do you define them, Comprehensive Plan, and how does the lower St. Croix River District fall into the restrictions. Brenner also touched on 311.2 Required Exhibits for Variances, 311.4 Procedures and 311.5 Solar.

Other area that were review were Section 302, 308.2, 308.3. Brenner suggested that the rest of the chapter is administration and unless there is something that is brought to their attention it doesn’t look like there is anything to change. Mrosla will check with the City Clerk Lynette Peterson to get her thoughts. 

The Planning Commission decided to hold off on any additional workshops and continue the review of Section 3 at the next regular Planning Commission meeting on September 24, 2013.


Approval of the minutes. None 

Warren mentioned he had attended the Partnership team meeting and the Vadheim variances were discussed. The group acknowledge that the impact on the river was minimal and they agreed with the Planning Commission. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Adjournment – Roden moved and Creager seconded to adjourn the August 27, 2013 Planning Commission meeting at 9:00 pm. Motion passed unanimously
	
Minutes typed by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 





PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS - Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2013, Andy Creager, Joyce Ritz - Expires 12/31/2014, Jack Warren, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2015
