City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission Meeting
Tuesday, August 26, 2014

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission meeting of August 26, 2014 was called to order at 7:37 pm by Planning Commission Chairman Gerry Mrosla. Brenner, Roden, Warren and Ritz were present. Creager and Smitten were absent.
 
Citizens Present:  None
1. Call to Order 7:30pm.
2. Old/New Business: 
Watershed District Update
Joyce Ritz – Update on the River Boat Ride
3. Ron Brenner – Documents regarding Variance/CUP requests
4. Approval of minutes for June 24 and July 29, 2014 regular meeting minutes and July 23 and August 20, 2014 Workshop minutes.
5. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts: 
6. Adjournment

Old/New Business: 
Watershed District Update: None
Joyce Ritz – Update on the River Boat Ride – Joyce enjoyed the boat ride and the information that she learned. There was a speaker from Woodbury that touched on how Woodbury was developed with the holding ponds and rain gardens and how more attention should have gone into these areas. The speaker from Afton was also interesting in regards to the septic systems and wells in their current uses.
Warren noted that Woodbury has three watershed districts and they come together under the Washington County Conservation District.
Mrosla updated the Planning Commission regarding the relationship between the Districts and interaction of the City Council and the Watershed District. The people involved were Planning Commission members Warren and Smitten, Council members Pardun and Lusher and communication through Kristina from the Watershed District. Warren noted five problem areas were found. 
1) 	Between Judd Street and Hwy 95 - the drainage does not happen very well during the spring and heavy rains along with the gradual rise of the water table. The recommendation is have the ditches cleaned out with the possibility of additional culverts to take care of the drainage problem. The Washington County Conservation Districts has received the go head to consider a waiver of partially draining a wet land to determine how deep it should be dredged.
2)	County Road 4 – This is dependent on the County’s plan.  There will be storm water issues down the hill to Hwy 95.
3)	Village Center - This area has not been determined on how to handle the run off by the City Council yet.
4)	Neighborhood - Currently there have not been any permits pulled to trigger any activity by the Watershed District and therefore there has been no incoming funds that would build facilities. Warren noted the city does have some money in reserve for a grant application to try and get additional money for the first neighborhood system.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Warren felt the two areas with the most concerns are the Judd Street and the neighborhood issues. The idea is that if planning is in hand for the 5th and 6th Street neighborhoods when the County does their plan then the City would have their input.
Warren noted the driver on the Judd Street and Hwy 95 area is that there are serious issues with some of the houses. There are seven properties that have water issues that make the property unsalable because of the water tables being too high. There are several streams that run into the pond however excess sediment has caused the water table to rise.
Ron Brenner – Documents regarding Variance/CUP request – Ron is in the process of incorporating the suggested modifications to the variance process, check list, the document for making your case that would be voluntary and to standardize the facts and findings. Each document will be brought before the Planning Commission to review. Brenner is also doing some research regarding the extension of the 60 Day Rule.
Approval of the minutes.

Warren moved and Roden seconded to approval of the June 24, 2014 Planning Commission minutes with the deletion of the “Public Hearing” in the heading as drafted. Motion passed unanimously.

Warren moved and Brenner seconded the approval of the minutes for the July 29, 2014 Planning Commission meeting as drafted with the dilatation of the reference to “Public Hearing” in the heading and correct the word “slim” to “slime” on page one, line two of paragraph one. Motion passed unanimously.

Roden moved and Warren seconded to accept the minutes from Wednesday July 23, 2014, Planning Commission Workshop minutes as drafted with the change to crossing out “Public Hearing” and adding “Workshop” in its place. Motion passed unanimously.

Roden moved and Brenner seconded to accept the minutes of the Planning Commission Workshop for Wednesday August 20, 2014 with the deletion of “Public Hearings” and “Tuesday” in the heading and replaced by “Workshop” and “Wednesday”. Motion passed unanimously.

Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. 

Mrosla thanked Brenner and Tomnitz for meeting prior to the Planning Commission meeting to bring up-to-date the recommended changes for Zoning District 509 Limited Industry so they could be reviewed. Brenner reviewed the recommended changes and questioned some of the changes that were recommended back in 2011. 

Brenner recommended cleaning up some of the definitions of the categories in the businesses and services and will continue to review the Municodes. 

During the review of Limited industry over the last several years recommendations had changed with allowing schools or churches, daycare/residential care, gardening, permitted or conditional uses. Brenner recommended including Smitten in the discussion at next meeting for clarification because of the research she was doing in the residential care categories. 

Areas that need to be review are sections 308 Conditional Use Permits, 309 Interim Use Permit, 310 PUD, Section 4 general provisions, Subdivision Ordinance. And finalize the 311 variances.

Mrosla suggested another workshop in September to continue moving forward. Assistant City Clerk Tomnitz will create another Doodle requesting days of availability. 


[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment –Ritz moved and Warren seconded to adjourn the June 24, 2014 Planning Commission meeting at 9:15 pm. Motion passed unanimously. 



Minutes written by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 












PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS -, Andy Creager, Joyce Ritz - Expires 12/31/2014, Jack Warren, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2015, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2016

