City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission and Public Hearing
Tuesday, April 29, 2014

[bookmark: _GoBack]The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission meeting of April 29, 2014 was called to order at 7:30pm by Planning Commission Chairman Gerry Mrosla. Brenner Creager, Warren and Smitten were present. Ritz and Roden were absent.

Citizens Present:  Peter Curtis and Dan Willenbring
1. Call to Order 7:30pm.
2. Public Hearing 7:30pm - Ross & Bridget Levin – 401 Judd Street – Variances request for a front yard setback on Berkey Street.
3. Dan Willenbring – Pre-application for a side yard setback and an accessory building closer than the front lot line.
4. Old/New Business: 
Watershed District Update
5. St. Croix Riverway – Recap of Partnership Team meeting (Jack Warren)
6. Approval of minutes for March 25, 2014
7. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts: 
8. Adjournment

Mrosla at 7:30pm postponed the Public Hearing until the applicant arrived.

Dan Willenbring – Pre-application for a side yard setback and an accessory building closer than the front lot line. Dan Willenbring was present to request the need for a variance for an accessory building closer to the road than the primary structure and a side yard setback as close to zero as possible. The current setback in Single Family Rural area is 20 feet.  Mr. Willenbring reviewed a preliminary certified survey with the Planning Commission and identified the location of his house on the survey and his goal to construct a driveway and garage. Mr. Willenbring would like to preserve as many trees as possible and minimize any additional gravel. The survey will include structure location details once the Planning Commission assigns the members to work with him. Willenbring noted a variance would not be required if the garage was place in a position where the view-shed would be blocked from the rest of the community. The garage would be approximately 16 by 40 feet. Jack Warren and Kristina Smitten have volunteered to work with Mr. Willenbring.

Warren moved and Ron seconded to set the Public Hearing to consider potentially two variances with Dan Willenbring 400 Tanglewood Lane on May 27, 2014 at 7:30. Motion carries unanimously. 
 

Public Hearing - Ross & Bridget Levin – 401 Judd Street: Chairman Mrosla opened the Public Hearing at 7:47pm. The applicants Ross and Bridget Leven were not present, however Mr. Curtis was in attendance as their representative. Mr. Curtis noted the certified Survey had not been completed and the proper documentation had not been submitted to the DNR in time for review. The Planning Commission and Peter Curtis reviewed the survey that arrived at the city offices at 4:27 PM on April 29, 2014. Mr. Curtis mentioned when calculating the bluff line setbacks, prior to the survey being completed, he drew the addition on the plan according to his calculation. The survey company had calculated the bluff line in a different way that brought the bluff line closer to the addition. Mr. Curtis would like the DNR to comment on how the bluff line is determined.  If the property owners chose to move forward with a bluff line variance another application would need to be submitted and a Public Hearing would need to be set. Mr. Curtis will contact the owners regarding the size of the screened porch and confirm how they would like to proceed regarding the bluff line setback.

Assistant City Clerk Tomnitz commented that because the application has been submitted and the Public Hearing had been set, there are two options for the Planning Commission to consider: 1) Deny the variance request. Or, 2) recess the Public Hearing for additional time and have the applicant send a request to extend the 60 day rule for an additional 60 days to allow the maximum of 120 days for review. Ms. Tomnitz had corresponded with Mr. and Mrs. Leven regarding this extension and they were willing to submit their request for an extension. 

Smitten requested clarification from the certified surveyor of bluff determination protocol. Noting the DNR can inform the definition of bluff and bluff setback, but that how the bluff line setback is determined when using an average versus actual setback is a surveying protocol question. 

Brenner moved Creager seconded to recess the Public Hearing until the May 27, 2014 Planning Commission meeting for 401 Judd Street for the front yard setback at 8:00pm. Motion carries unanimously.

Mrosla recessed the Public Hearing at 8:35pm.

Old/New Business: 
Mrosla questioned if the applicant does not have the proper information at the time of a pre-application should the Planning Commission set Public Hearings. In the past the Planning Commission has been trying to move forward and help out the homeowner however it has put the Planning Commission in a last minute decision situations. Assistant Clerk Tomnitz confirmed with the City Clerk that the Public Hearing should not be set at a pre-application meeting and at the next Planning Commission meeting where the application has already been submitted.  
Watershed District: Smitten noted there should be a meeting with Jim Shaver, Jack Warren, and herself regarding processes, next steps and good decision making. The Watershed also has an education person that has materials regarding basic information on watershed management and best management practices. 
St. Croix River Partnership Team meeting: Jack Warren gave an overview of the Partnership Team meeting that meets four times a year to talk over specialty variances and conditional use permits along the riverway. The original concept to that team was to be advisory to the Management Commission that manages the riverway. The meetings have been very useful in terms of evaluation how jurisdictions handle variances. 

Approval of the minutes. None



Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. Mrosla would like to have some additional workshops to finish up this spring. Assistant Clerk Tomnitz is still working to pull the recommendations together. The Commission would like to get together in June for the workshops. Tomnitz will create the workshop options and put it out in a doodle format for June.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment –Smitten moved and Warren seconded to adjourn the April 29, 2014, Planning Commission meeting at 9:46. Motion passed unanimously. 



Minutes written by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 










PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS -, Andy Creager, Joyce Ritz - Expires 12/31/2014, Jack Warren, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2015, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2016
