City of Marine on St. Croix
Regular Planning Commission
Tuesday, March 29, 2012

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission meeting of January 31, 2012 was called to order by Planning Commission Acting Chairman Warren at 7:33pm. Mrosla, Creager, Smitten, Roden and Brenner were present.

Citizens Present: None

Agenda:
1. Call to Order 7:30pm
2. Village Center – Amendment to Comprehensive Plan
3. Old/New Business:
· Watershed District: Review & adopt all or part of the Watershed District Plan into the Comprehensive Plan (Completion Date of September 2012)
· Rebecca & Rollin Alm Studio – Variance Application – 400 Judd Street
4. December 6, 2011 and January 29, 2012 minutes.
5. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR,SCU, VC Districts
6. Adjournment

Old/New Business: 
Amendment to the Comprehensive Plan: The Planning Commission reviewed the 2011 Addenda to 2008 Comprehensive Plan City of Marine on St. Croix (see attached) that the Village Center Task force has drafted for recommendation to the City Council. Warren explained the funding was not available to hire a consultant therefore the Task Force was able give it a try. This draft was reviewed by the cities liaison contact person with the Metropolitan Council to see if there was enough information to move forward with the amendment and move to the City Council.
Brenner noted he agreed with all the points however was concerned with the 35 specific points and believes the Comprehensive Plan is more of a general guide. The Planning Commission agreed the wording should be more flexible? 
Warren noted upcoming meetings are as follows: City Council will be meeting with the Village Task Force on April 3, 2012 and will be given an overview of the documents. On April 14, 2012 at 9:30am there will be an information meeting for the community. 
Warren also pointed out the four distinguishing factors on the cover page that are to be considered. The 2008 Comprehensive Plan recognized what Marine has and what distinguishes it from other Communities. The Village Center Task Force went back to these distinguishing factors and is continuing to focus on these same points.
The Planning Commission is recommending additional wording at the bottom of the first page to read “Strategies suggested at the date of adoption of these addenda and does not preclude consideration alternative and /or additional future strategies.”
Brenner moved Roden seconded that the Planning Commission recommend consideration of this draft 2011 Addenda to 2008 Comprehensive Plan with the modifications by the City Council. Motion Passed unanimously.

Roden moves and Smitten seconded to hold a formal Public Hearing on April 24, 2012 at 8:00pm to recommend the January 27, 2012 draft of the 2011 Addenda to the 2008 Comprehensive Plan City of Marine on St. Croix as amended. Motion Passed unanimously.

The Planning Commission is invited to the informational meeting on Saturday April 14 at 9:30am.

Watershed District: Warren recommended moving this agenda item to the May Planning Commission meeting. Smitten suggested looking at two different paths to look at when reviewing the Watershed District Plan for the May meeting.

1. Review rules and see how much of Marine is effected by the plan. How will the acceptance of the rules impact the residence if we accept the plan as it is?
2. Discuss and work with Water Shed District to find modifications. Warren noted additional restrictions have been put on the Omdahl property due to the Watershed District Rules.
The Planning Commission Reviewed the impact of the Water shed district rules on the Omdahl property to date.

Rebecca and Rollin Alm – Warren reviewed a letter and the variance application submitted from the attorney for Rebecca and Rollin Alm at 400 Judd Street. The Planning Commission members Brenner and Smitten will gather information and will put together a report of the facts and findings for the Public Hearing that will be held on April 24, 2012.


Brenner moved and Mrosla seconded to set the Public Hearing variance request of Rebecca and Rollin Alm at 400 Judd Street for the next Planning Commission meeting April 24, 2012 at 7:00pm.


Watershed District –Warren asked if anyone was interested in going to the DNR Workshop. Roden commented she has been to several and is not interested in going this year. Warren will let the DNR know there is limited interest in attending this year.

Approval of Minutes Mrosla moved and Brenner seconded the approval of the January 29, 2012 Planning Commission Minutes as drafted.  Motion Passed unanimously.



Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. – No Action. The Planning Commission will table the review of the codes until after the Watershed District Plan has been completed.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment: Mrosla moved and Roden seconded to adjourn the March 27, 2012 Planning Commission meeting at 9:10pm. Motion passed unanimously. 



Minutes taken by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 
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