
City of Marine on St. Croix 

Planning Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 
 

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission workshop of June 30, 2015 was called to 

order by Chairman Mrosla at 7:36pm. Brenner, Warren and Spisak, Ritz, Roden and Smitten 

were present. 

 

Citizens Present:  Glen Mills, Dan Froiland 

1. Call to Order 7:30pm.  

2. Bret & Dawn Haake – 331 2nd Street – Variance Request – Front Yard Setback (Right of 

Way and Side Yard Setback. 

3. Old/New Business:  

Approval of Planning Commission regular and workshop meeting minutes of: 

April 15 Workshop,  

May 20, 2015 Workshop minutes 

May 26, 2015 Workshop minutes 
4. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts:  

a) Review Section 310 Planned Unit Development (PUD) 

b) Review Section 4 General Provisions 

c) Review Section 511- Floodplain District 

d) Review Solar 

e) Rooming Houses 

5. Adjournment 

Mrosla reviewed the agenda. Warren noted a change in item #4 Approval of the minutes. The 

April 15, 2015 should be April 28, 2015. April 15, 2015 were already approved. Minutes for 

May 26, 2015 were not available.  

 

Old/New Business: None 

 

Bret & Dawn Haake – 331 2nd Street – Variance Request – Front Yard Setback (Right of 

Way) and Side Yard Setback.: The applicant was not present. The Planning Commission 

reviewed the documents (see attached) that were filled out by the applicant APEX Construction 

Management LLC. Mrosla confirmed APEX Construction on behalf of Bret and Dawn Haake 

would like to see the process move forward to a Public Hearing for the July Planning 

Commission meeting. Tomnitz noted the documents were forwarded to the Planning 

Commission members for their review on June 25, 2015. Mr. and Mrs. Haake would like to tear 

down an existing garage and rebuild it. The variance requests are for a Front Yard and a Side 

Yard setback. The concern is that the design and use of the structure is different from what is 

existing. Currently the structure is used as a garage and car port. Dan Froiland (neighbor) was 

present and noted he did not oppose the garage however there was a discrepancy on the lot lines. 

Mr. Froiland noted setback exist for a reason, run off, snow removal, building and maintaining 

structures without trespassing or impacting the adjacent property in a negative way. Mr. 

Froiland’s concern is that the structure be positioned so there is space between the properties 



however understands it is not possible to have the full setback and is requesting as much as 

possible. 

 

Brenner noted there are no drawings of the proposed structure showing the size and height. A 

review of the application determined variances would be needed for a Front yard setback, Side 

yard setback and for being in front of house. Warren also noted there are unresolved issues 

regarding the lot lines that were discussed with the neighbor. Smitten felt it was not appropriate 

to be speculative about the intensions of the plan, however the application is lacking clarity 

including the statement “the garage is almost an exact replica of the existing garage”. Smitten 

notes this statement shows it is not the same and therefore could not make a decision to support 

or not support the variance request without have a full set of documents. 

 

The Planning Commission deemed the application was not complete and several questions 

needed to be answered before accepting the applicant’s application.  Brenner noted floor plans 

and exterior elevations that are dimensioned of the proposed structure. Brenner and Mrosla will 

work with the applicant regarding the application and process.  

Mrosla will speak with the City Clerk so she can notify the applicant. No Public Hearing was set. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Warren moved and Roden seconded to approve the Planning 

Commission minutes of April 28, 2015 as drafted with a correction to the company name for 

Brian Ross from “Midwest Renewal Energy Association” to “Great Plains Institute (GPI) 

under contract with Minnesota Renewable Energy Society (MRES)” on page one, under the 

heading Review of Solar, paragraph one, first sentence. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Smitten moved and Spisak seconded to approve the Planning Commission workshop minutes 

of May 20, 2015 as drafted. Motion passed unanimously.  
 

Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. Brenner worked on Section 3 

Variances and created a new draft and sent it to Assistant Clerk Tomnitz, however she was not 

able to review and update the document because time did not allow before the meeting. Brenner 

will continue with the Conditional Use portions and review with the Planning Commission when 

that is complete. Brenner and Tomnitz will complete the recommended changes and prepare for 

the next meeting. 

 

Mrosla would like to continue with the current agenda for the next workshop. 

 

Smitten moved and Warren seconded to hold a Planning Commission Workshop on July 22, 

2015 at 8:00am to be held at the City Hall. Motion passed unanimously.   
 

 

Adjournment – Smitten moved and Roden seconded to adjourn the June 30, 2015 Planning 

Commission meeting at 8:38pm. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Minutes written by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk  

PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS - Jack Warren, Kristina Smitten, Joyce Ritz, – Expires 12/31/2015, Gwen Roden, Gerry 

Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2016, Scott Spisak - Expires 12/31/2017 



 
 

 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 
 



 



 
 



 



 


