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Planning Commission Meeting
Tuesday, February 26, 2013

The City of Marine on St. Croix Joint Planning Commission meeting of February 26, 2013 was called to order by Planning Commission Chairman Mrosla at  7:35pm. Warren, Brenner, Smitten, Roden and Ritz present Creager absent. 

Citizens Present:  Glen Mills

Agenda:
1. Call to Order 7:30pm
2. Old/New Business: 
Watershed District – Update
3. Approval of the January 29, 2013 Planning Commission minutes.
4. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU,SCR, SCU and VC Districts
5. Adjournment

Old/New Business – 
Watershed District – Gerry Mrosla updated the Planning Commission on the meeting with Jim Shaver that was held on January 30, 2013. Warren explained possible recommendations they felt would constitute a new plan and effectively a new set of rules for the city. Referring to the rules Warren noted there are two parts to take into consideration. One would be the rules and the second would be the legal process to get there. The originally envisioned legal process was to create a second set of rules that would be added to the Watershed’s Districts rules and be specific to densely developed areas like Marine on St. Croix. Warren noted the Watershed District would prefer that they do not formerly appear in the Watershed’s document; instead as a memorandum of agreement that outlines the city’s level of responsibility within the district and an outline of the set of rules. This would be a legal document that would require input from the attorney to have it written.

Warren touched on the guide lines and how the surface water would be managed. The thought was it would include more of neighborhoods, each part of the Zoning Districts.  This would follow the sub watershed, meaning where the water tends to run in one direction. Areas could include several houses along with the streets and road easements. The surface water collection would be designed for that specific neighborhood as a group facility. This recommendation tends to spread the burdens to that neighborhood rather than to one resident. Warren touched on the funding and commented that currently in the city when a property change is made it should require some type of storm water permit. A proposed permit process would allow funds to be held in escrow until enough funds are available to handle the entire neighborhood.  The funding process would start over after that neighborhood was finished. This would also require some type of book keeping process that would fall under the memorandum of agreement. 

Regarding another issue Warren, Roden and Creager had also looked at what would be the buffer between houses and the river bank. Currently the majority of the water front properties fit within the Watershed District rules for having to install buffers like un-mowed grass, brush or bushes. The District proposed that if the surface water could be handled in neighborhood rain gardens or by other means the suffer requirement might be ignored by the Watershed District. This would relive the city and residents of some potential problems.

Warren noted his reason for the discussion was to give the Planning Commission an opportunity to develop some thoughts and understanding of what some options might be before receiving the draft proposal from Jim Shaver at the Watershed District.

Roden questioned what the benefit of a memorandum of agreement as opposed to an addenda?  Does it protect the city? Warren explained the difference between the memorandum of agreement and a addenda it that the addenda would require the rules to be rewritten with a chance of being incomplete and inflexible. The memorandum can be more flexible and the watershed would not need to rewrite the rules. 

Smitten also noted that during the meeting with Mr. Shaver suggested a part of the rules he thought would allow the neighborhood approach and Smitten felt he was quite favorable in the meeting with these ideas.

Update:
Chicken on Parcels less than 5 acres for the City of Marine. The ordinance was accepted by the City Council at their last City Council meeting. It will take effect upon its passage of publication. The city will start enforce this ordinance as soon as the ground has thawed sometime in May.

Kirsten Vadheim and John Goodfellow– 825 Pine Cone Trail – The variance requested were accepted by the City Council at their last City Council meeting. 

Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. – Mrosla gave a little history of where the Planning Commission left off in April of 2011. The worksheet for the Zoning District was brought up to date by the Assistant city clerk with the information from the last workshop that was recorded in May. The process was to review and create a list of areas within the Zoning Districts that the Planning Commission felt should be reviewed for clarification or possible changes. Some of the areas that were discussed at this meeting related to definitions for conservancy, business, retail business, business services, business manufacturing and essential services. Section 508.2 and 509.2 Permitted Uses was also reviewed.

Mrosla question if there should be any special meetings to work through the Zoning codes noting the last time this was worked on was over a year ago. His concerns are that the progress of moving forward could be halted again if something comes up at the regular scheduled meetings. Smitten suggested meeting a little earlier prior to the regular scheduled Planning Commission meeting. This would allow additional time if there is nothing on the agenda or it could be continued after other agenda items or Public Hearings.

Warren moved and Roden seconded to meet during the March and April meetings at 6:30pm one hour prior to the regular scheduled Planning Commission meeting for a work session to review of the Zoning Code and Districts. Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes – Warren moved Roden seconded to approve the January 29, 2013 Planning Commission Minutes as drafted with changes to page four, paragraph two under Chickens on Parcels less than 5 acres, line five, Change the word “Metropolitan” to “urban” after the words “The lots in the”. Change the spelling for “Carl” Benson to “Karl”, paragraph three, sentence two add “Council” after “City”   Motion passed unanimously.
 

	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment: Brenner moved and Ritz seconded to adjourn the February 26, 2013, Planning Commission meeting at 9:10pm. Motion passed unanimously. 

Minutes taken by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 


































PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS - Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2013, Andy Creager, Joyce Ritz - Expires 12/31/2014, Jack Warren, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2015
