City of Marine on St. Croix
Planning Commission Meeting
Tuesday, February 24, 2015

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission workshop of February 24, 2015 was called to order by Acting Chairman Kristina Smitten at 7:45pm. Roden, Warren, and Ritz were present. Mrosla, Brenner and Spisak were absent.

Citizens Present:  None

1. Call to Order 7:30pm. 
2. Old/New Business: 
3. Ron Brenner – Documents regarding Variance/CUP requests
4. Approval of November 25, 2014 and January 27, 2015 Planning Commission regular meeting and December 17, 2014 workshop minutes.
5. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts: 
6. Adjournment

Old/New Business: Roden noted she will get together with Andy Creager regarding his notes on the Historic District.

Smitten noted the Board of Water and Resources (BWSR), has awarded the Watershed District  in partnership with the City of Marine, a grant to implement the storm water management systems which is part of a local water plan and the Memorandum of Understanding.

Warren shared with the Planning Commission that the City Council looked at the area between Judd Street and Highway 95 south of Berkey Street as being an acute problem. The Council worked with the city engineer, Washington County Conservation District and received approvals from the DNR regarding the significant changes in the water levels in that area. The city received a permit to allow maintenance to the ditch. The work will be done while the ground is still frozen. The Watershed District has agreed to split the cost with the City.

Approval of Minutes: 

Ritz moved and Roden seconded to approve the minutes of November 25, 2014 as drafted and  corrected with changes on page two, line one, remove “taking a vote” and use the wording “a round table opinion”, page three, paragraph three, line one, correct the word “help” to say “helps”, paragraph four, line one, change the word “use” to “used”. Motion passed unanimously. 


Warren moved and Roden seconded the approval of Planning Commission workshop minutes of December 17, 2014 as drafted with the following changes to page one, paragraph one, line two, add the words before “documents” “permit application”, paragraph three, line one, after the word “the” add “practical difficulty” line three correct the word “hole” to “whole” and insert the wording “considering several changes”, paragraph five,  line one, add the word “in” after the “wording” after the word “outcome”, change “Kristina” to “Smitten” in paragraphs six and seven for consistency. Motion passed unanimously. 


Roden moved and Ritz seconded to approve the minutes of January 27, 2015 as drafted with corrections on page one, paragraph two, correct the word “for” to read “forward”, paragraph three, line one, correct the spelling of the word “do” to “due”, line two, correct the spelling of “those” to “the”, paragraph four, correct the “April 18, 2015” date to be “April 15, 2015”,  page two, paragraph four, change “History” to “District”, add “A Planning Commission member” before “will”, paragraph five line two, change the word “in” to “as”, add a period after “buildings” start the next sentence with “Warren”, change the word “would” to “Should”, delete the word “a” add the words “an attached” before “garage”, sentence four, add a coma after the word “unattached” and change the word “is” to “it”. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. None. 

The review of the codes will continue at the March 18, and April 15, 2015 workshop at 10:00am. Chairman will be able to attend the March 18 workshop however not the next Planning Commission meeting on March 31, 2015.

Kristina Smitten will not be able to attend the workshop on March 18, 2015, however will email out the information she has regarding the Solar and Adult Care Facility section of the codes.

Warren noted there is nothing in the Comprehensive Plan regarding tree preservation. There is some wording in the review of the ordinances where it points out protection of trees during a development or subdivision however not on someone’s property. Warren stated this would be something to question at future workshops if we want to include in the codes.


[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment – Warren moved and Ritz seconded to adjourn the February 24, 2015 Planning Commission meeting at 8:25pm. Motion passed unanimously. 

Minutes written by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 
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PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS - Jack Warren, Kristina Smitten, Joyce Ritz, – Expires 12/31/2015, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 12/31/2016, Scott Spisak - Expires 12/31/2017
