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Planning Commission Meeting
Tuesday, August 28, 2012

The City of Marine on St. Croix Joint Planning Commission meeting of August 28, 2012 was called to order by Planning Commission Chairman Mrosla at 7:30pm. Warren, Creager, Smitten, Roden, Mrosla and Ritz present and Brenner was absent from the Planning Commission. 

Citizens Present:  Glen Mills, Dave Best
Agenda:
1. Call to Order 7:30pm
2. Watershed District – Review the Rules of the Carnelian Marine St. Croix Water Shed District Plan for adoption into the Comprehensive Plan. 
3. Old/New Business: 
September Meeting: Chickens and Other small animals and birds in the Urban Districts:
4. Approval of July 31, 2012 minutes.
5. Adjournment
Watershed District –Review the Rules of the Carnelian Marine St. Croix Water Shed District Plan for adoption into the Comprehensive Plan. Chairman Mrosla explained this meeting will require working through the Plan, Rules and the procedure change. A Draft Review Dated August 27, 2012 of the City of Marine on St. Croix Local Surface Water Management Plan was put together with all of the input from the Planning Commission by member Smitten. Warren explained this is the meeting to decide what would be presented to the City Council on September 6, 2012. The document includes the information that is required to be submitted to the Local Watershed District and the Metropolitan Council for review by September 12, 2012. 
Smitten walked through the process of what the requirements are. Smitten included the text from the Watershed District Plan as it related to the St. Croix river and the four streams in Marine. Smitten also wanted to acknowledge each of the four creeks and streams from the Carnelian Marine St. Croix Watershed and their key management recommendations by showing this is their recommendations and not the Cities. Smitten does recommend the city work in a partnership with them to help implement the management however the city has no role in managing their recommendations. Smitten explained there are two types of Wetlands - Category I, and Category II that is very minor. Watershed Management Plan Appendix B has a Wetland management Plan that has been adopted and is what the city is following now. Washington County has a Ground Water Plan that they adopted in 2003. Watershed district is currently in the process of updating. Smitten noted agreeing to adopt by reference the 2003 plan however agreeing to work with the District in the update revised Ground water plan the County leading. Smitten also touched on the Village Center upcoming Comprehensive Plan Addenda however noting this is currently not part of the Marine Comprehensive Plan we are still waiting to hear back from the Metropolitan Council who is in the process of its review. 
Smitten touched on the Policies that the city should incorporate by reference is the Watershed District Plan including Appendix B the Wetland Management plan with the exception of policy B(d). This policy relates to the rules. Smitten noted that our obligation is to submit a draft to the District for their review and approval along with the review by the Metropolitan Council. 
In the past there has been two areas of concern, one being B (d) to formulate, implement and enforce rules. The second was to review all local surface water management plans to insure they reflect the goals and design standards of the rules. Smitten recommends we leave this one in because we have agreed this is what we will be doing however not enforcing the rules as B.d suggests.  
The Planning Commission reviewed page nine regarding the Local Surface Water Management Plan Policies. The recommendation is to add the wording “Section II Objective and Policies” after exception of, before B.d.
Smitten explained that the implementation of policies states that we have our local ordinances updated within six months of when the rules are adopted. This is not the Districts rule. Our Local Water Plan needs to state we will update our ordinances within six months. Other implementation that should be included is what is in the City Budget for our local water improvements. Smitten also noted two areas that are applicable to Marine. One is the Neighborhood Wide Small Lot Stormwater Management Incentive Program. This program supports project towards entire neighborhoods that consist of high-density, single-family residential development. The Watershed District has budgeted $10,000 for 2011, 2014 and 2017. This is a program that should be applied for. Second is the Highway 95 Wetland Management Plan. This plan will restore or enhance wetland vegetation and the historic hydrology of a wetland complex.  The District has budgeted $15,000 in 2013.
Smitten received the information from member Brenner regarding Administrative Procedures and included this as Appendix A. Appendix B: General Comments Regarding Rules. 
Creager recommended that we strongly use the wording “grandfathering in” before the March 1, 2010 effective date for all modification and improvements within the same foot print of the properties that have been developed previously. The wording should be used in the first part of the general history. Creager also feels this would create fewer permits that are required. The Planning Commission agreed to add the wording on page 14 in Appendix B, at the end of the third paragraph “To keep our historical character we will grandfather in all existing developed lot footprints (with regard to impervious surfaces) and buffer areas as they are prior to the Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix Watershed District Rules adopted March 1, 2010.
Warren noted a few more changes page 8 the last sentence starting with “The Washington Conservation District (WCD) assists the local Municipalities as the Local Government Unit (LGU) for implementing the Wetland Conservation Act (WCA), which regulates activities having the potential to drain, fill, or alter wetlands” didn’t seem to fit. Smitten recommended moving the wording to page 10, under Implementation, with a new heading of Implementation of Wetlands Conservation Act. 
Page 9 Village Center Comprehensive Plan Addenda. First sentence, delete the wording “Demonstrating a commitment to resources” and replace with the wording “In a parallel planning effort to the development of the Surface Water Management Plan,” Page 9 and 10 bold the underlined heading “City of Marine on St. Croix Local Surface Water Management Plan Policies” Page 2 change the word “south” to “north” paragraph four, and add the wording the “south of” before William O’Brien State Park. Page 6 paragraph four change the word “south” to “north” and add the wording the “south of” before William O’Brien State Park Page 10 correct the word partnering in the paragraph four under City Budget line items include...
Mayor Mills commented on the elevated nitrate and chloride levels in Dunn’s Creek that suggest that local runoff from the Marine on St. Croix Wastewater Treatment Facility. Mills noted that the MPCA has granted the city to remove wells because they were so clean and there was not evidence of high nitrate levels. The Planning Commission recommended finding the letter and including this as Appendix C. Add under the key recommendation add the wording “See MPCA Letter”. Assistant City Clerk Tomnitz will contact Jason Crotty to add the letter to Appendix C.
Roden moved and Ritz seconded to accept the City of Marine on St. Croix Local Surface draft of August 27, 2012 with revision noted and to recommend to the City Council for approval Motion passed unanimously.
A special City Council meeting will be held on September 6, 2012 at 6:00pm to approve the adoption of the Carnelian Marine St. Croix Watershed District Plan. 
Old/New Business – 
September Meeting: Chickens and Other small animals and birds in the Urban Districts: Chairman Mrosla acknowledged Dave Best who was present at the Planning Commission meeting. Mr. Best acknowledged that he and his wife want to be present during the discussion regarding the chickens and other small animals and bird in the Urban Districts at the Planning Commission meetings. Mrosla assured Mr. Best that the Chickens and Other small animals and birds Ordinances will be reviewed however currently the Watershed District Plan needs to be taken care of with a deadline approaching. Roden explained she had done some research and it should be ready for the September 25, 2012 Planning Commission meeting. Mr. Best also confirmed the Planning Commission had the information he had submitted earlier.
Members Roden and Ritz will review Chicken and Other small animals and birds Ordinances of Marine and the surrounding communities and will report back to the Planning Commission at the September 25, 2012 meeting.
Approval of Minutes – Smitten moved Roden seconded to deny the approval of the miss labeled July 31, 2012 Planning Commission Minutes. Motion passed unanimously.

Smitten moved Roden seconded to approve the Revised July 31, 2012 Planning Commission Minutes as drafted. Motion passed unanimously.
 	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment: Smitten moved and Warren seconded to adjourn the July 31, 2012 Planning Commission meeting at 9:08 pm. Motion passed unanimously. 
Minutes taken by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 

PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS - Jack Warren, Ron Brenner, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2012, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla – 12/31/2013, Andy Creager, Joyce Ritz - Expires 12/31/2014
