
City of Marine on St. Croix 
Regular Planning Commission 
Tuesday, September 27, 2011 

 

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission meeting of August 30, 2011 was called to 
order by Planning Commission Chairman Willenbring at 7:35pm. Warren, Roden, Brenner, 
Mrosla, Creager and Smitten were present. 
 
Citizens Present: None 
 
Agenda: 

1. Call to Order 7:30pm 
2. Old/New Business: 

– Watershed District: Review & adopt all or part of the Watershed District Plan into the 
Comprehensive Plan (Completion Date of September 2012) 

– Village Center Concept Plan 
 

3. Approval of August 30, 2011 minutes 
4. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR,SCU, VC Districts 
5. Adjournment 

 

Old/New Business:  

Watershed District – The Planning Commission received a copy of the CD for the Watershed 
District Plan. Willenbring noted the plan was to review the CD and the rules that are found on 
the website for the Watershed District (www.cmscwd.org) that are dated March 1, 2010. The 
Planning Commission members will create questions for discussion and send them to Assistant City Clerk 
Tomnitz before the October 25, 2011 meeting. After the Planning Commission has had their conversation 
a meeting with Jim Shaver from the Carnelian-Marine Watershed District will be scheduled. 

 
Village Center Concept Plan:  
Planning Commission member Warren noted the amendments to the Comprehensive Plan will be 
needed before the City Council accepts the Village Center Concept Plan. He has also been 
looking at funding sources for storm water control regarding design and implementation costs. 
Warren noted the applications are very dependent on a strong documented Comprehensive Plan 
for handling storm water and Watershed District rules.  
 
The Planning Commission questioned whether the City Council has considered options for 
funding for the Concept Plan and putting out an RFP for consulting services to formalize the 

http://www.cmscwd.org/


incorporation. Warren noted they were not at that point yet. Smitten recommended this could be 
the next step if there was council support. Warren stated that funding from the council is a key 
item. 
The concern is the Concept Plan is a drawing currently and it needs to be explained at every level 
that can reflect the Comprehensive Plan and the guiding principles. Brenner wondered if the 
Village Center Task Force will be hiring someone to bring together the concept map and the 
points. The Planning Commission is also interested in knowing how the Village Center Task 
Force Committee will handle the amendment into the Comprehensive Plan? How much work do 
they want to put into it? Would the Task Force be willing to work with the Planning 
Commission? Brenner also recommended a complete survey of the entire Village Center should 
be done. 
Willenbring will contact Council member Karl Benson and will update the Planning Commission 
at the next meeting on October 25, 2011. 
 
Approval of Minutes Warren moved and Roden seconded to accept the August 30, 2011, 
Planning Commission Minutes as drafted with modifications on page one paragraph one line 
five correct  the word “explains” to read “explained” after Mr. Alm, line ten add after safety “of 
wells and septic field placement and its impacts on the environment. Page two line one, place a 
“period” after forum and delete the remainder of the sentence. Paragraph four, line one, correct 
the word “continues” to read “continued” after Planning Commission and place a “period” 
after “owner” and delete the rest of the sentence.  Motion Passed unanimously. 
 
Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. – No Action. The Planning 
Commission will continue from line 106. Mrosla suggested a special workshop. Willenbring 
recommended to set the date for the workshop at the October 25, 2011 Planning Commission 
meeting for sometime during November 1, 2011 through November 10, 2011. 
 
October 25, 2011 Planning Commission Meeting 
Willenbring noted the Planning Commission should review the Watershed District Plan CD and 
the rules that are on the website. Read from lines 106 forward on the City Code worksheet. 
Willenbring will connect with Karl Benson regarding the Village Center Concept Plan. Assistant 
City Clerk Tomnitz will send a reminder to the Planning Commission members regarding the 
Water Shed District Plan questions that will be needed before the next Planning Commission 
meeting on October 25, 2011. 

Adjournment: Brenner moved and Warren seconded to adjourn the September 27, 2011 
Planning Commission meeting at 8:15pm. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
 
Minutes taken by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk  

 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS -, Dan Willenbring, Andy Creager - Expires 12/31/2011, Jack Warren, Ron Brenner, 
Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2012, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla – 12/31/2013 


