City of Marine on St. Croix
Regular Planning Commission
Tuesday, January 31, 2012

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission meeting of January 31, 2012 was called to order by Planning Commission Acting Chairman Warren at 7:33pm. Mrosla, Creager, Smitten, Roden and Brenner were present.

Citizens Present: None

Agenda:
1. Call to Order 7:30pm
2. Old/New Business:
· Watershed District: Review & adopt all or part of the Watershed District Plan into the Comprehensive Plan (Completion Date of September 2012)
· Dan Willenbring – Review draft presentation of the Village Center.
3. Approval of the October 26, November 7, and December 6, 2011 minutes.
4. Review Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR,SCU, VC Districts
5. Adjournment
Old/New Business: 
Village Center Concept Plan: Dan Willenbring who is representing the Village Task Force was present and provided a Power Point presentation of the project charter (attached). His Objective was to receive comments and a recommendation for the City Council. The recommendation would be to formalize the Village Center Committee/ Task Force as an advisory body to the City Council and Planning Commission. Willenbring explained the purpose of the Task Force, their focus, role, benefits and Task Force assignments. The plan focuses on four major areas that are: Stewardship of the St. Croix River, Attractive and functional green spaces, Historical character of the Village Center and Community interaction and business vitality. The Task Force was formed in January 2011 and has held several meetings that included stakeholders, City Council and Planning Commission members. Recommendations were also made in August 2011 to identify and prioritize the Village Center projects. Willenbring explained the partnership with many public and private organizations that will require collaboration with the Task Force. The Task Force Champions would include local business owners, City Council representative, Planning Commission representatives and citizens. The Comprehensive Plan will also need to be amended after the Village Center Task Force has been formalized as an advisory body to the City Council and Planning Commission. 

Warren noted there are funds available from the Legacy Grants regarding storm water runoff that have not even been applied for. Some of these funds could have been available to the city however the city does not have a Comprehensive Plan for storm water in place or even the engineering plans that could allow the city to move forward with an application.  Willenbring noted that city matching funds might make more grants attainable. For example some grants are available with a 50/50 or 25 city/75 match and that without funds budgeted the city is leaving opportunities behind.

Mrosla moved and Brenner seconded the Recommendation to the City Council supporting the establishment of the Village Center Task Force and its project charter dated January 31, 2012. Motion passed unanimously.

Watershed District – Surface Management:
Warren noted the Planning Commission received a map from Jim Shaver of the Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix Watershed District showing several recharge and protected areas within the City of Marine. Currently the Omdahl resident at 575 Judd Street which is under construction falls into this protected area requiring a permit from the Watershed District.  The rules section 2.2(b), (c) of the Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix Watershed District which the Planning Commission is reviewing, states the creating of impervious surface within 1,000 feet from the river and  creating impervious surface that exceeds either one acre or five percent of the site, whichever is less requires a storm water management plan. Warren has been in touch with Jim Shaver and Cates Construction regarding this matter. Warren also noted that Cates Construction will be applying for the permit for the Omdahl residence at the cost of $650.00 of which $500.00 is refundable. Warren feels that one or two rain gardens will be required on this property after talking with Mr. Shaver. Brenner voiced his concern regarding why this was not caught prior to the permit by the contractor. 
The Planning Commission examined the Omdahl situation. According to the Watershed District the city is the primary enforcer of the rules. If the city does not enforce the rules the Watershed District can also follow through with their own enforcement action. Brenner noted that with small lots it would not take much to meet the five percent rule. He also feels the rules are written to reflect more rural areas and are not tailored to any small towns. 

The Planning Commission has concerns regarding the District rules that already in place and adopted. Mrosla thought these were recommendations. Smitten questioned if the City of Marine commented in the public hearing process, or did the Watershed district ignore the process. Smitten also suggested modifications to the rules for City of Marine. Is there any way to voice concern regarding the process?

Warren recommended that the next Planning Commission meeting be able to deal more thoroughly with the rules, specifically section two. Warren would like to get to the point of being comfortable with section two and begin to determine if the city should accept the rules the way they are or recommend modification to the Watershed District

Approval of Minutes Mrosla moved and Roden seconded the approval of the October 26, 2011 Planning Commission Minutes as drafted.  Motion Passed unanimously.

Roden moved and Smitten seconded the approval of the November 7, 2011 Planning Commission Minutes as drafted.  Motion Passed unanimously.


Review of Codes in the SFR, SFU, SCR, SCU, VC Districts. – No Action. The Planning Commission will table the review of the codes until after the Watershed District Plan has been completed.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment: Brenner moved and Creager seconded to adjourn the January 31, 2012 Planning Commission meeting at 9:20pm. Motion passed unanimously. 



Minutes taken by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 





























PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS - Jack Warren, Ron Brenner, Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2012, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla – 12/31/2013, Andy Creager - Expires 12/31/2014


