City of Marine on St. Croix
Special Planning Commission and City Council Joint Meeting
Tuesday, December 6, 2011

The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission Special Joint meeting with the City Council of December 6, 2011 was called to order by Planning Commission Chairman Willenbring at 7:33pm. Warren, Mrosla, Creager, Smitten, Roden and Brenner were present. City Council members Mayor Mills, Karl Benson and Chris Mowery present. Absent Miller and Marker.

Citizens Present: Jim Shaver, Carl Almer (District Engineer) and Bailey Willenbring

Agenda:
1. Call to Order 7:30pm
2. Watershed District – Jim Shaver – Carnelian-Marine St. Croix Watershed District.
· Question and answer session of the Watershed District Plan relating to the City of Marine.
3. Adjournment

Willenbring explained the objective of this meeting is to address Water Shed District questions that the Planning Commission had prepared.
Willenbring welcomed Stillwater High School student Bailey Willenbring as part of her government class to observe. 
Willenbring also welcomed Jim Shaver from the Carnelian-Marine St. Croix Watershed District and thanked him for attending tonight’s meeting. Willenbring explained the Planning Commission had a list of questions they put together over a couple meetings that would give us and idea of what the next steps would be regarding the adoption of the Watershed rules for the City of Marine and what is the best way to go to complete the rules.  
 
Watershed District – Question and answer session of the Watershed District Plan relating to the City of Marine.
Jim Shaver introduced Carl Almer Carnelian-Marine St. Croix Watershed District who has been the District engineer for about a year and a half. Carl was instrumental in guiding the board through the development of the Watershed District rules. Jim joined the Carnelian-Marine St. Croix Watershed District in 2008 and his first duty was to develop the Comprehensive plan in correspondence with the City of Marines Comprehensive Plan. During this process a draft Surface Water Management Plan was put together dated 2008 – 2013. The Metropolitan Council along with the Carnelian-Marine St. Croix Watershed District accepted a portion of this document knowing it would be revised in the future. Shaver explained the Watershed District management plan was adopted September 12, 2010 and the plan requirements for the creation of a new local water management plan are 24 months from the adoption of their plan. The city can adopt the majority of the plan by reference of the Watershed District plan. Mr. Shaver recommends that the city review the executive summary, objective and policy section of the plan and try to adapt and adopt according to the city of Marines plan. Mr. Shaver also noted that the Metropolitan Council is looking for some processes for the city to follow and prioritize the water problems in the city. The City should note that we are going to work with the Watershed District when trying to achieve grants. Mr. Shave explained all grants will need to have their projects listed in some local water management plan to be considered. Mr. Shaver also recommends going through a community process for objectives and strategies, include a list of policies and a list of projects that the city would like to accomplish including costs in the next five to ten years. 
Mr. Shaver also explained there are some proposals that the Board of Water and Soil resources the Minnesota Association of Watershed Districts and the Minnesota Association of Counties would like to get new legislation inactive in the spring of 2012. If this happens it would only require one water management plan. It would include multiple counties included in one Comprehensive Plan. 

Carl Almer distributed to the Planning Commission the answers to the questions that were given to Mr. Shaver prior to the Planning Commission meeting. (See attachment of the Watershed District Question Responses) The Planning Commission and the Council reviewed the questions and answers provided by Mr. Shaver and Mr. Almer of the Carnelian Marine St. Croix Watershed District. 

Chairman Willenbring reviewed the questions that were left to be answered by the Watershed District. Provide more clarification on the enforcement. Provide us with a source of where to attain higher resolution drawings. Provide clarification on the top of bluff verses the ordinary high water mark.

New Business: Chairman Dan Willenbring notified the Planning Commission and Council he would be stepping down at the end of term on December 31, 2012.  Dan has been on the Planning Commission approximately 10 years and acknowledges the great experience it has been for him being totally engaged with the Community of Marine. It has been a great way to understand his community and to protect from what he thinks is important. Dan also thanked the City Council for everything he has been given and the great people that have come through Planning Commission over the years.

Dan is hoping to take a very active roll with the Village Center effort along with the storm water system issues however with his work schedule it would not leave him time for the Planning Commission.

Smitten moved Mrosla seconded to have Jack Warren be an interim chairman of the Planning Commission for the maximum three months. Motion passed unanimously. 

The Planning Commission members thanked Dan Willenbring for his work on the Planning Commission.


[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Adjournment: Warren moved and Willenbring seconded to adjourn the December 6, 2011 Planning Commission meeting at 9:30pm. Motion passed unanimously. 



Minutes taken by Mary Tomnitz, Assistant City Clerk 





























PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS -, Dan Willenbring, Andy Creager - Expires 12/31/2011, Jack Warren, Ron Brenner, 
Kristina Smitten – Expires 12/31/2012, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla – 12/31/2013

