
City of Marine on St. Croix 
Planning Commission Meeting 

Wednesday, May 18, 2016 
 
The City of Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission workshop of May 18, 2016 was called to 
order by Acting Chairman Brenner at 8:05am. Warren,  Roden, Smitten and Brenner present. 
Ritz and Spisak absent. 
 
Citizens Present:  None 

1. Call to Order 7:30pm.  
 

2. Review of Definitions 
 

. Solar Ordinance, Residential Care Facilities 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 

   4.   Old/New Business 

5. Adjournment 
 
 

Review of Definitions – Smitten questioned whether the Commission has goals in mind for the 
Residential Care facilities and whether there is support for this, or if this really is not currently 
applicable within the City. The prior proposed definition had been very specific and the thought 
is that there really may not be a need for this right now. Brenner questioned if this would be a 
situation of a single family home being turned into a residential care facility. Smitten noted that 
this would be more of a situation of a single person in a single family home renting out one or 
more rooms within this home for several weeks or more. Warren would like to look at this as 
what kind of impact would this have on neighborhoods. He is concerned more about how the 
building would look like from the outside rather than the number of last names within the 
building. After some discussion, the Commission thought the purpose of this definition would be 
to allow a situation where you have “empty nesters” to rent out a room or two in that home. This 
would essentially be a rooming house. Brenner believes that should be an allowable use in the 
Residential district. Currently the term “residential care facility” is listed in the code under a 
permitted use. The Commission agreed that this term should be deleted from the code and 
replace it with “rooming house”. Smitten will revise the definition once more and present at the 
next meeting.  

Land Survey definition – The City commonly refers to the requested survey as certified survey, 
so the Commission was comfortable adding that definition. The code currently requires a 
boundary survey and Warren suggested changing that requirement to a certified survey in 
sections 306 and 311. After further discussion, the Commission agreed to use the County 
definitions for Registered Land Survey and Certified boundary Survey, and also to add language 
under Section 306 of the Zoning Code to allow additional information survey information to be 



obtained or waived at the discretion of the Zoning Administration staff. There was also a 
question of which survey to require in the subdivision ordinance. Warren is concerned about 
using the Registered land survey as it tends to be tied to a Torrens property. A question was 
raised when to require metes and bounds versus lots and blocks. Smitten suggested asking the 
City Attorney whether a metes and bounds description is needed at all.  

Solar – Smitten and Spisak met and have a proposed ordinance however Smitten would like to 
wait for Spisak to be in attendance prior to discussing.  

Old/New Business – Mrosla updated the Commission on the Tanglewood property discussed at 
the last meeting. The concern was how much of the garage was proposed to be built on slope 
over 18%. After discussing with the potential property owner, an agreement was made to move 
the structure further to the west decreasing the amount of garage being built on the steep slope to 
just over 400 sq. feet from the original proposal of just over 2,000 sq ft,  Brenner suggested the 
proposed applicant look at the requirements of granting a variance and be able to answer all of 
the questions and present those answers to the Commission. The proposed property owner will 
be at the May 31st meeting to further discuss the issue. 

 
Adjournment –Brenner moved and Warren seconded to adjourn at 9:46am. Motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
Minutes by Lynette Peterson, City Clerk  

PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS - Jack Warren 12/31/2018,  Joyce Ritz, Gwen Roden, Gerry Mrosla, Ron Brenner – 
12/31/2016, Scott Spisak, Kristina Smitten - Expires 12/31/2017 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


