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CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday, March 8, 2012 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mills at 7:00pm. Marker and Mowery present, 
Benson and Miller absent.   
  
Citizens Present: David Denn, Dan Willenbring, Jack Warren, Lon Pardun, Phillip Bock. 
 
Citizens Considerations –    
  
Matt Miller – Mr. Miller, owner of the Brookside Bar and Grill, was in attendance to advise the 
Council that the Brookside will be hosting a Thunderbird Car Club meeting on Saturday, August 
18th at 4:30pm. Miller questioned the ability to restrict parking along the west side of Judd Street 
from 3:30 – 7:30pm to allow the club members to park along that stretch. There would be 
approximately 20-30 cars, and Miller thought it would help to bring additional foot traffic to the 
rest of the downtown area. Mayor Mills suggested using the wayside rest, including the grassy 
area in the flagpole park. Miller thought that would work, however preferred the Judd Street 
location. Seeing as the parking would be along the west side of Judd, it would not interfere with 
parking for businesses located on the east side of Judd Street. The Council gave Mr. Miller the 
okay to proceed. 
 
Dan Willenbring – Village Center Task Force – Willenbring presented the Village Center Task 
Force draft amendment to the Comprehensive Plan. The draft has been submitted to the Met 
Council for comment, and was given preliminary approval. The Task Force would like to hold a 
public informational meeting on April 14th with the Planning Commission then holding the 
formal Public Hearing on April 24th. Willenbring advised the sooner the plan is approved and 
incorporated into the Comp. Plan, the sooner the group can begin to seek available grant money. 
Mowery questioned how the Task Force plans to get this information to the public. Willenbring 
suggested the City newsletter, email links and also creating a potential website. 
 
Willenbring reviewed the project priority list, and noted that the Third Street repaving project 
has moved to the bottom of that list. The Task Force would like to see that street continue to just 
be patched and not waste tax payer money on a re-paving when it may have to be ripped up 
again in the future once the Task Force determines the scope for fixing the storm water issues. 
Jason Crotty noted that Third Street was scheduled to be re-paved last fall, and was only put on 
hold because of a request from Councilman Benson to wait until spring so the Task Force could 
work on a plan. Given the amount of traffic on that road, Crotty is concerned that patching will 
not be sufficient. Marker noted that the projects listed will be done over years and possibly 
decades, and believes that this amendment isn’t putting anything in stone yet. Marker also 
believes the City should hold off on the Third Street project until Councilmen Benson and Miller 
are back, and then the Council can discuss further with the Task Force. 
 
Clerk Peterson addressed the suggestion by the Task Force of meeting with Council members 
one on one to discuss aspects of the draft plan. According to the City Attorney, and League of 
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MN Cities, this may be considered as serial meetings, which is a violation of the open meeting 
law. The suggested approach would be to have the Task Force and Council schedule a work 
session, which would be posted to the public. The Council agreed, and set that work session for 
Tuesday, April 3rd at 7:00pm. 
 
Planning Commission – Jack Warren advised the February meeting was cancelled due to the 
weather and was considering rescheduling that meeting, however given the Public Hearing 
schedule for the Village Center Task Force, believes the Commission can wait to meet until the 
regular March meeting.  
 
Warren reviewed the background of the Comprehensive Plan amendment for the Village Center. 
The Commission will set the public hearing date for April 24th. Once the hearing is complete, the 
Commission will incorporate any comments/suggestions into the draft and present to the Council 
at the May meeting. Once approved, the amendment will be sent to surrounding communities, 
DNR and MnDOT for comments, and finally to the Met Council for final approval. 
 
New Commission Member – Joyce Ritz has submitted a letter of interest to join the Commission. 
Clerk Peterson will invite Ms. Ritz to attend the March PC meeting, and add to the April Council 
agenda for consideration.  
 
Committee Reports – 
 
Jackson Meadow – Marker noted there has no update from the Homeowners Association 
regarding the wastewater system. 
 
Public Safety – Chief Denn reviewed the new compensation plan. The original “all or nothing” 
two tier system was eliminated and the new proposed system will begin to reward members for 
work done throughout the year. This new system was presented to the Department members at 
the last meeting, and it was well received with no negative feedback. Marker noted that 
Councilman Benson requested this agenda item be tabled until the April meeting, however this 
compensation plan was approved as part of the 2012 budget, and Marker stated he has no 
intention of micro managing a process which has already been budgeted for. The Council agreed 
that it sounded like a good system, and all were in favor of the idea. No motion to approve the 
plan was necessary, as it is a part of the current budget. 
 
Art Fair - Chief Denn advised the Steering Committee has been meeting and discussing vendor 
feedback from last year’s event. One big concern was the lack of electricity available for 
vendors, and the amount of noise impact from the vendors using generators. The Department 
discussed this issue at the last joint meeting and agreed to use part of the event proceeds to install 
electrical outlets on the fence along the east side of Judd Street. Adding electrical will not only 
benefit the Art Fair, but it could be used for other City events also, including the Street dance.  
 
Marker moved and Mowery seconded to approve adding electrical outlets to the fence along 
Judd Street using Art Fair proceeds. Motion passed unanimously.  
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Roads - No Report.  
 
Personnel/Building Inspector –No Report.  
 
Recreation – Mayor Mills noted that the biggest concern regarding the proposal from the 
William O’Brien parking proposal on Broadway was the number of signs proposed and who is 
paying for the installation. He will be in contact with the park to discuss.  
 
Walker Street - Councilman Miller questioned the status of the Walker Street easement with the 
Omdahls. Jack Warren advised the Omdahls were open to the easement, and the next step is to 
have Landmark surveying draft the easement language. Once that is done, Clerk Peterson will 
forward to the City Attorney to draft the documents.  
 
Finance – Clerk Peterson presented the completed 2011 Financial Statement. 
 
Marker moved and Mowery seconded to approve the 2011 Financial Statement as presented. 
Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Hall/Restoration – Mayor Mills noted there have been issues with the kiosk. A dedicated circuit 
will be created for the light in hopes that will remedy the problem. 
 
Clerk Peterson requested feedback for the MarLa agreement. The Council requested additional 
time to review so it will be postponed until the April meeting. 
 
Mayor Mills requested the front lock of the Village Hall be changed due to the number of keys 
that have been loaned out and not returned.  
 
Sprinkler System – A quote was received from Frontier Fire Protection to install 2 smaller tanks 
for $20,490. Currently there is just over $16,000 in Village Center Water funds that have been 
reallocated to the sprinkler system. Mayor Mills would like to move forward with getting this 
project complete, and therefore requested the Council reallocate an additional $5000 from Land 
Acquisition to cover the remaining balance. 
 
Mills moved and Mowery seconded to reallocate $5000 from Land Acquisition reserve funds to 
Village Water to cover the sprinkler system. Motion passed unanimously.    
 
Cemetery – No Report. 
 
Village Center – No Report. 
 
Wastewater and Water Systems – Mayor Mills would like to research the possibility of adding an 
additional cell to the drainfield for potential future connections.  
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Consent Calendar - Marker questioned the bill from the Jackson Meadow Homeowners 
Association for trail reimbursement costs. The Council will hold that check until further 
discussion at the April meeting.  
 
Marker moved and Mowery seconded to approve the Minutes of 2/9/12, Treasurer’s Report 
dated 2/12, the List of Bills for 3/8/l2(with the exception of the payment to the Jackson Meadow 
Homeowners Association), Zoning Administrator’s Report, January Planning Commission 
Minutes and the February Maintenance Report. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Old/New Business – Clerk Peterson advised there were no new precincts or changes in the City’s 
polling place location as a result of the recent redistricting. The Council must pass a resolution 
stating those facts for the Secretary of State’s office. 
 
Marker moved and Mowery seconded to approve Resolution 030812-01 Reestablishing 
unchanged precincts and polling places. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Mayor Notes/Clerk’s Report – The Board of Review meeting will be held Tuesday, April 10th 
from 9am – 10am. 
 
Adjournment – Marker moved and Mowery seconded to adjourn at 8:23p.m. Motion passed 
unanimously.    
 
Minutes taken by Lynette Peterson, City Clerk   
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