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 CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, February 14, 2013
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mills at 7:00pm 

Citizens Present: Ryan Goodman, Wayne Sandberg, Michael/Carol Mackner, Peter Curtis, Kirsten Vandheim, Dave Best, Karl Benson, Gerry Mrlosa, Fran Miron, John Goodfellow.

Citizens Considerations –  

Stuga Sign Request – Michael Mackner was in attendance to request a sign be installed at the entrance of the Stuga Townhomes showing the house numbers. There was recently an emergency call in which Lakeview Ambulance had difficulty finding the address. The requested sign would be a standard street sign, just west of the bike trail, showing the range of house numbers. The proposal would be for the City to order and install the sign, then bill the cost back to the Stuga Association. The City Council consensus was to move forward with ordering the sign.

Wayne Sandberg – Mr. Sandberg was in attendance along with County Commissioner Fran Miron, to discuss the Washington County 5 year CIP and how it applies to County Road 4 through Marine. Mr. Sandberg distributed a power point presentation describing how the County’s road management process is developed and applied. Mr. Sandberg reviewed this power point with the Council and discussed where County Rd 4 is within the road management plan. 

One large piece of any work done would be the storm water regulations that must be met. Willenbring noted that the City is currently working with MnDOT to discuss their role in helping to fix the City’s storm water issues, and this would be a great opportunity to also collaborate with Washington County. 

Commissioner Miron noted that currently one million dollars of the County’s road budget is generated by the wheelage tax. This tax adds a $5 fee to all license tab renewals, which essentially goes right back to the County to be used for these projects. The County is looking at proposing the State Legislature raise the cap on that tax to $10, which would double that portion of the County’s road budget. A resolution is being given to all the cities in Washington County supporting this increase to the Wheelage tax. Commissioner Miron is requesting all Cities consider adopting this resolution. The Council will review the resolution and discuss at the March meeting. 

Keith Valento – Mr. Valento is the owner is Vacuum Excavating service. Mr. Valento requesting the City consider using his company for the annual sewer pumping. Mr. Valento stated his costs tend to much lower because he is able to land apply the sewage for various farmers around the area. This eliminates much of the hauling and dumping costs that other sewer companies incorporate into their costs. It’s a very clean process, and is becoming popular with many farmers. Clerk Peterson will obtain a bid from our current pumping company along with Mr. Valento, and the Council will review.


Planning Commission – 

Vandheim Variance Request – The Planning Commission reviewed a variance request by Kirsten Vandheim and John Goodfellow, 825 Pine Cone Trail, for building a screened porch above an existing patio, expansion of the kitchen areas and increasing the elevation of the roof towards the river to add windows. Neither the DNR or National Park Service had any concerns with the proposal, and the Planning Commission has recommended approval.

Willenbring moved and Lusher seconded to approve Planning Case 121912-01, approving a variance for Kirsten Vandheim and John Goodfellow. Motion passed unanimously. 

Proposed Chicken Ordinance – The Council reviewed the proposed chicken ordinance. Mowery questioned the number of allowing five versus six chickens. It seems that many times chickens are sold in pairs. Chairman Mrlosa noted that it was based on the acre size. One issue is the five foot setback, and should existing chicken coops be grandfathered in or should they be given a time limit to be able to move the coops given the time of year. Pardun doesn’t believe there should be a grandfather clause, but that the City could allow a certain amount of time for those residents to come in compliance. Discussion was held as to whether past City ordinances have allowed grandfathering. Pardun doesn’t believe you can categorize structure setbacks and chicken coops as one in the same. 

Pardun moved and Mowery seconded to approve Resolution No. 021413-01, Ordinance No. 143 amending Chapter 5 of the City Code by adding Section 5.02, Chickens on Parcels less than 5 acres, with the addition of allowing any resident currently housing chickens until May 31, 2013 to come into compliance with this ordinance. Motion passed unanimously. 

January Meeting Update – Chairman Mrlosa advised the Commission is still continuing to meet with Jim Shaver to discuss the Watershed Management plan. The Commission would also like to move forward with the zoning district review.

Committee Reports –

Public Safety – There have been several repairs needed on the department’s oldest truck. 

The Fireman’s Appreciation dinner date has been set for Sunday, April 21st. 

Gorka concert netted just over $1300.

The scholarship fund is in the works with the Skoglund bequest money. The City cannot administer this type of fund, however the Relief Association would be able to if it were a 5013C, which it has applied for this designation. Willenbring would like to see a maximum distribution goal added to the grant criteria. He would also like to see a monthly written report by Chief Denn to help keep track of all issues discussed monthly. 

Roads  -  Ryan Goodman was in attendance to present his monthly engineering report (attached). Discussion was held regarding the trail leading to the river behind the Marine General Store. Willenbring noted that the Historical Society is interested in adding additional grant monies to the current grant for the City to improve that trail. 

Personnel/Building Inspector  -  A report was received by the animal control officer along with a police report filed for a local resident’s dog biting another person in town. Sherrill Reid has requested the City send a letter to the residents along Second Street regarding dogs being off leash. Mayor Mills would like to see Ms. Reid send the letter as the animal control officer rather than the City.

Recreation –  Mowery presented the completed GIS trail maps from Jason Husveth. These maps show the existing trails, along with data information including trail distance, etc. Mr. Husveth will attend the March meeting to discuss these maps further. 

Mowery noted there have been complaints regarding snowmobiles and horses on the trails. Mowery will bring this up at next month’s meeting. 

Finance – Clerk Peterson is working on the 2012 Financial Statement.

Hall/Restoration  - The final draft of the hall rental agreement has been submitted and reviewed. Willenbring requested the deposit amount be listed in the rental policy document.

Willenbring moved and Lusher seconded to approve the draft rental agreement and policy agreement with the addition of the deposit amount listed in the policy document. Motion passed unanimously.    

Cemetery – No Report.  

Marla – The library’s birthday celebration was very well attended, and the author talks have been very successful. 
 
Village Center – No meeting this month. The group will review the trail recommendation at the March meeting. Willenbring would like the City Engineer to attend a meeting to discuss the removal of the north end of Judd Street. The next meeting will be held on March 6th at 6pm at the Village Hall.

Mary Vogel and Willenbring continues to talk to MnDOT monthly regarding the stormwater issues. 

Pardun would like to see a traffic count done on Third Street prior to removing the north section of Judd Street. There are several cars parked alongside of the road, which makes traffic very difficult there. The Council will review this issue carefully prior to making any decisions. 

Stormwater/Watershed – Pardun attended the meeting between the Planning Commission and Jim Shaver to discuss the Watershed Management Plan. Mr. Shaver seemed agreeable to many of the ideas. The group will continue to meet. 

 Wastewater and Water Systems – The check valves are not working at P1. Crotty is looking at pricing to fix or replace those valves.

Consent Calendar – Willenbring moved and Lusher seconded to approve the Minutes of 1/14/13, Treasurers Report of 1/13, List of Bills for 2/14/13, Zoning Administrators Report, Public Works Maintenance Report and Planning Commission Minutes. Motion passed unanimously. 

Old/New Business – Board of Review meeting will be April 9th from 9am -10am. 


Mayor Notes/Clerk’s Report –   

 Iron Man Bike Race – Washington County will be holding a meeting with all entities associated with this race. Clerk Peterson will forward that meeting information to the Council once a time and date are confirmed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Adjournment – Willenbring moved and Lusher seconded to adjourn at 9:22p.m. Motion passed unanimously.   

Minutes taken by Lynette Peterson, City Clerk  




