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 CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday, January 8, 2015 
  
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mills at 7:00pm. Pardun, Mowery,Willenbring (7:35) 
and Lusher present.     
 
Citizens Present: Corey Slagle (Washington County), Frank Ticknor (Washington County), Sue 

Mason (SEH Engineering), Charles Arnason, Mary Skamser, Sue Logan, Mike 
Tibbetts, Tom Warth and David Denn. 

 
Clerk Peterson administered the Oath of Office to the newly elected Council members and Mayor.   
   
Citizens Considerations – Charles Arnason, resident, requested the Council consider some sort of 
recognition for Jack Warren, who has recently retired from the Public Safety Department after 
more than 50 years of service to the City. The Council agreed and will not only be recognizing 
Mr. Warren at the Annual Appreciation dinner, but the Council will also look at a Council 
Resolution, possibly from the Govenor. 
 
 
Washington County – County Rd 4 project update and presentation - Frank Ticknor (Washington 
County project Engineer), Corey Slagle (Washington County) and Sue Mason (SEH) were in 
attendance to discuss the upcoming County Rd 4 project. Mr. Ticknor presented information 
discussing the project goals, process, key issues and regional drainage study (attached).  The plan 
is to begin holding meetings with the identified stakeholders, then eventually there will be 
neighborhood meetings and open houses for public input. Once the public input process is 
complete, the County will put together a preliminary design to present to the Council. Once 
approved by both the City and the County Board, a final design will be put together with 
construction to begin in early 2016. The County would like to begin the stakeholder and public 
input meetings beginning as soon as February of this year.  
 
Pardun questioned the time between the bidding process and construction. Mr. Ticknor advised 
the bid process typically takes 6-8 weeks, so the County will probably go out for bid shortly after 
the final design is approved with construction beginning anywhere between April and June of 
2016. 
 
Commissioner Miron thanked the Council for working with the County on this project and 
offered his assistance throughout the process.  
 
Designate Official Depository – Pardun moved and Lusher seconded to designate Chris Mowery 
as acting Mayor, that the monthly meeting date be the second Thursday of the month at 7:00pm, 
that the Country Messenger be the official newspaper, that the Security State Bank of Marine be 
the official depository, that Johnson and Turner be the official legal firm, that Bolton and Menk 
be the City Engineer and that Robert Rules of Order, Revised, be the official rules of the 
meeting. Motion passed unanimously.  
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Planning Commission – No December meeting.  
 
Village Center – No December Meeting. 
  
Committee Reports – Pardun would like to schedule a workshop to go through each committee 
assignment in more detail. The Council will plan to meet February 3rd at 6:00pm. 
 
Public Safety – Relief Association meeting will be February 2nd at 6:00pm. Fairly poor response 
from the public surveys sent out last December. A new Fire contract has been approved by both 
May Township and Marine. Chief Denn will present at the February meeting. Jack Warren has 
retired from the Department after more than 50 years of service. Several news media outlets have 
done a story on Mr. Warren’s service.  
 
Mildred Skogloff Bequest Funds - The City Attorney has reviewed the rules on how the bequest 
money can be used, and has determined that the City cannot turn the money over to the Relief 
Association to be used as scholarship money as originally requested. Instead, the City must 
dedicate these funds to be used specifically for the benefit of the public safety department. 
 
Mowery moved and Willenbring seconded to approve Resolution No. 010815-01, directing the 
transfer of funds. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Chief Denn advised Kent Heffington, who had previously retired from the Public Safety 
Department for medical reasons, has since resolved those issues and would like to again join the 
department.  
 
Willenbring moved and Mowery seconded to reinstate Kent Heffington as a member of the 
Public Safety Department. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Roads  - Ryan Goodman reported the application for the Judd Street ditching project is almost 
complete. Still waiting on a few items for drainfield O&M manual. Willenbring would like to 
meet with Public Works to discuss upcoming 2015 road projects.  
.  
Personnel/Building Inspector  -    
  
Animal Control – Pardun spoke with Sherrill Reid regarding the current contract. In December 
the Council had discussed a few changes they would like to see made, the first being the removal 
of the wording “at her discretion” and also the removal of the requirement of having law 
enforcement on private property prior to taking action. Ms. Reid has no issues with removing 
either of these from the contract. Discussion was held regarding the requirement of the Contract 
stating that the dog has to already be controlled or confined in order for Ms. Reid to take the dog. 
Pardun advised the reason for this wording is because if the dog is not already confined, then the 
reality is that animal will more than likely be gone by the time the animal control officer arrives. 
 
Willenbring moved and Lusher seconded to approve the Animal Control Contract as revised. 
Motion passed unanimously.  
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Pardun, Clerk Peterson and Mary Tomnitz met to discuss the reason for the City maintaining two 
separate websites. After some discussion, it was determined that the govoffice website should be 
able to house all of the information needed. Clerk Peterson will contact govoffice to see what 
option are available. 
 
Recreation – The ice rink is open. 
 
Finance – No Report. 
 
Hall/Restoration  - Still no word on the basement project. The Restoration Society Annual 
meeting will be held January 13th.. Mayor Mills will try to attend.  
 
Cemetery – No report. 
 
MarLa  - Lusher reported the film of “Not Done Loving” dedicated to Toni Poletes, had three 
showings with almost 400 people in attendance over those three showings. There are several 
upcoming film showings, including the second annual Oscar Film Festival.  
 
Friday, January 23rd is the annual meeting, and Sue Logan invited the Council to attend. 
 
Stormwater/Watershed – No Report. 
  
 Wastewater and Water Systems – Several repairs being done, but nothing major.  
 
Consent Calendar – Willenbring moved and Pardun seconded to approve the Minutes of 
12/11/14, Treasurers Report of 12/14, List of Bills for 1/8/15, Zoning Administrators Report - 
none, Public Works Maintenance Report and Planning Commission Minutes - none.  Motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
Old/New Business – The Council discussed nominations for the 2014 Citizen of the Year.  
Mayor Mills suggested having a resolution from the Governor to present at the Memorial Day 
celebration for Jack Warren. 
 
Megan Kavanagh was suggested for all of the years she dedicated to the running the Street 
dance, and being a member of the Restoration Society. Willenbring suggested Dorothy Deetz for 
her work with the holidays committee and 175th celebration. The Council discussed recognizing 
the members of the 175th committee at the Memorial Day celebration. 
 
Mowery moved and Pardun seconded to approve Megan Kavanagh as the 2014 Citizen of the 
Year. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Long/Short Term Goals – No Report. 
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Mayor Notes/Clerk’s Report – No Report. 
 
Adjournment – Lusher moved and Mowery seconded to adjourn at 8:22pm. Motion passed 
unanimously.    
 
Minutes taken by Lynette Peterson, City Clerk   


